-’uurselwes from the illusion that science or]
technology, if lavishly funded, can provide!
a solution to resource or cnnaewaﬁon '
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2 F mﬁgiturﬂé pﬂpﬁlﬂﬁﬁt’n. | have some thorough thlnklr\q-ﬂhﬂh:tnﬂﬂa-a%mu
i t E,ackﬂyaamnfwﬂﬂting with communities or resource owners pmten:t __

] m hahitats of marine turties. There is one thing that we mham w
e o and that is the cutural context; no matter Now BT 8 P20 g
e oW miCh TESOUrces We used or spend; people still harvest turtle for thai_r.

and part of their cultural value, Insitutional frame work such as legislations and _
sices are only tools that can be used to minimise harvesting of turtles. So my thir
“wt maybe we need to re-define the philosophy of turtle conservation and accommodate

‘= cuttural norms of harvesting turtles; only then maybe people will have & -;raatafﬂ . i

~=enect for the turtles and we can still maintain a manageable turtle population In o4
= gis notr - e antific viey on nbaﬂl"fﬂﬂm&. —

]' oLt e

s b

Concluding paragraph of: Balazs et 5

‘At this 45-year juncture of continuous resea rch focused on the Hawaiian green turtle, the
overall goal of conservation investigations should be adjusted to embrace more than the
collection, archiving, and publishing of scientific findings. A new era should be initiated that
encompasses cultural integration by and for the indigenous Hawaiian people that are
-hameelves linked for millennia to their green turtles, Exactly how this will take place should be

aft to Hawaiians to decide.”
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Take-Home Points from the Suva Workshop 19-21 July 2018:
“Conservation of Seo Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania - Possibilities Beyond Protection”
As discerned by Co-Conveners George Balazs and Thierry Work MTSG Oceania Reglon Co-Chairs

1} Anextended cessation of traditional hunting and use of turties by indigenous people of Ogeania
may bring about the loss of those traditions within the cultures:

2] There are strong Biblical Church-Based Convictions to be good custodians of the marine resources
God has given;

3] Pecple want a better |ife for their families;

4) People and their families are more valued than turtles;

5} Culture and tradition bond peogle together;

6} The conservation of turtles cannot he separated from their cultural eontext;

7] There is the strong deslre for traditional use,- Indeed all use,- to be sustainable;

8] f communities can't manage their resources then nobody can because 'we are here and they are
there';

9] Sustaingble use s 3 part of conservation;

10) For some governments, provisions are o place for issuance of permits for case-by-case traditional
harvpst:

11) Conservation that refies soledy on government enfarcement capacity s unrealistic and can alisnate
tommunities hence lessen conservation:

L1

12) The problem has not been traditional harvest but ‘tommercial greed';

13} increased decision-making autharity granted by government to the traditional village chiefs may
serve to énhance conservation:

14) Turtle ecotourism and turtle cultural traditions can have conflicting goals;

15) Data deficiencies for the conservation status of turthes are widespread: there is little if any evidence
of decfines or increases;

16} Developing creative ways to encourage local communities to collect trend data in eollaboration with
government is a worthy goal;

17) There is merit in spending more time visiting and listening to local communities:

18) There are many turtle biologists but very few social sclentists quantifying the indigenous community
cansumption of turthes:

18) The Government of Fiji desarves congratulations for instituting 23 years of moratoriums on the
harvest of turtles which surely had a positive Impact on their conservation status;

20} The Suva workshop achisved a long-standing need for focused participant discussions, listening, and
talking about turtle consumptive use, cultural traditions, sustainability, conservation beyond
protection, and the realitles of village li‘e. The door has been openead for additional workshops in
Oeeania: =

21} Without remembering the past, we can lose our wWay.

KASTAM
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Conservation status and cultural values of sea turtles Ieadmg & L
to (un)written parallel management systems in Fiji

Slllnhtl xmﬂelc,ﬂ, njusmnmnmm Qagara,

Y}I‘nlalui Tubong, Jocli "Mmrah,
mﬁm

7y | [y
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Received: 14 Tamuary

Abstract y and locally, conservationists and
scientists @vark 1o inform policy ‘makers to help recovery
of endangered sea turde populations. In Fiji, in the South
Pacific, sea turtles are profected by the national legislation
because of their conservation status, and are also a

customary iTankel resource, Centered on Our_InicTview-

based study at Qoma and Denimanu villages, el
management Systems m:ﬂ_m {written)
fifiondl Tegislation and the {unwritlen) costomary iTaukei
rules determine the time and the quantity of sea turthe
harvest. In addition, non-governmental organizations and
acadernic institutions may influence local sea wrlle
management by providing scientific  awareness and
helpi
living animal. animal. We suggest

gnvﬂ'ummul organizations  emphasize  community
management of sea turties, and work alongside the
mmmmwmrmmmmu
real harvest {eventually by allowing quotas) and to monitor
the recovery of South Pacific sea turtles in Fijian walers.

Keywords Cuostomary management - Fishermen -
Zormal and informal institutions - Legislation - Sea turtles
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divert the economic values from the meat o ﬂE'_

/ \/) U’

J_” =4

not deter a wide scale commereial trade (Allen HHTTR
1082, the International Union for Conservation Nature &
List' classified all sea wrile species as endangered, exce
for the vuinerable loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta)

the data deficien: flatback turtle (Neator depre

Wﬂ,ﬁj s lager, in 1996, the hawksbill furtle (Ens
mierchelys ricat) and the Kemp's ndley sea tuse
{Lepidnchelys olfvacea) werd reclassified as criticels
endangered due to the overall decline driven by unceasiss
exploitation and other factors (Motimer and Donnely
2(Mk:; Wibbels and Bevan 20)|%), Temporal investigutes
into the ecological significance and biology of sea turis
has informed an increased scale protection at the glose
level, with multlaeral and regional agresments B0
national laws to protect sea trtle species acToss their rass
of distribution. Some of the notable global agreemess
include the Convention on the International Trade &
Endangererd Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES), &5
signed in Washington In 1973, and the Convention =
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS), first signed &
Bonn in 1979, In the South Pacific, the more reces

| regional guideline is from the Secretarial of the F

| Regional Programme (SPREP) Regional Marine E. 3

| Program 2022-2026.
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BLACKBIRDING IN

" THE SOUTH PACIFIC

- T

A Legacy of
exploitation and
resilience in Fiji

L I i the 19th and early 20th centuries,
the South Pacific became the
¥ backdrop for a dark chapter
in colonlal  history  known a8
T blackblrding.

T This term refers to the coercive and
often violent recruitment of Pacific
¢ Islanders to work as indenturad
labourers on plantations ACIOSS the

§ regian.

4 some were lured with promises of
employment, many were forcibly
3 taken from their homelands,
leading to a legacy of exploitation
and resilience that continues to

¢ 0| lssuee |50 2025 :PACIFIC INSIDE

resonate today. For Fiji, blackbirding
left a particularly lasting mark,
shaping the demographic and
cultural landscape of the nation.

The Origins of Blackbirding

The practice of blackbirding began
in earnest in the 18605, Flantation
owners in Queansland, Australia,
Fiji, and other colonial territories
sought cheap labour te work on
sugar and cotton plantations. With
g shortage of European workers
willing te endure harsh tropical
conditions, recruiters turned to the
Pacific Islands. Between 1963 and

1904, tens of thousands of Pacific
Islanders wera taken from their
homelands, Including the Soloman
Islands, Vanuatu, and aven as far as
Mew Caladonia, to work in Fiji and
Australia,

Recruitment methods varied. Some
Islanders wera dacelved with false
promizes of employment, while
others were outright kidnapped.

The term “blackbirding” itzelf is
belleved to have originated from the
practice of capturing Individuals,
much like birds, and transporting
them against their will.
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t Blackblrding in Fiji

iWh”E Australla l& often the facys
| of blackbleding  dizcussions Fijl
‘beceme & destination
for many blackbirdad labourers;
1 Plantatlan owners on Fijfs eiigar
estates, particularly in the 10
" ceftuny, recruitsd [arge numbers
of Pacific lslandars 1o spplamen
toal labouyr,

central

.
{Tragically. most of thase man B
women never returned +o the

jromealands, creating
(IRBROrA Rommunitias fn FIi. Today,
{their descendants formn part o7 & i
diversa  Malanssian popuiation,
which includes peopls of Salemon
2 sland, Vanuatu, and Kanak (Naw

DErinasent

Cale denian}ancestry,

Thesa communities have Become
fully intearated Into Fliian society,
centtibuting to its cultural and
social fabrle.

L2 on the Plentstions

Jpon arrival In Fijl, many lslanders
faced grueling conditions. They
were often housed in substandard
szoommodatlons and  subjected
o long hours of lshour under tha
tropicel sun,

Pay waes minimal, sndin many cages,
it was withheld or paid in company
tekens that could anly b used at
compam-owned eharas,

This system kept workers indebted
and tied to the plantations,
effectively trapping them In a cycle
of explaltation,

The mortality  rate AMOng
blackbirded labourers was high.
Diseases such as malarla and
dyzentery, combined with poarliving
conditions; led te significant loss of
life. The graves of these workers,
often unmarked, remain scattared
across Fiil as slient witnesses to
their suffering.

Legialative Responsaes and
Reslatence

A3 awarenesg of the inhumane
treatment of Pacific Islanders graw,
colonial apd  British authorities




attampted to regulate the practice.
The Pacific Islanders Protection Act
of 1872 required racruiters to obiain
licenses and adhere to certain
standards,

Despite these efforts, blackbirding
pergisted in Fijl and elsewhere,
driven by the demand for cheap
labeur,

Pacific |slanders resisted thelr
clroumstances in AUMErous
ways—some attempted to escape.
while others maintained cultural
traditions, storytelling, and
communal networks as acts  of
defiance.

Their resllience leid the foundation
for future generations to preserve
thair heritage and assert their place
in Fijian soclety.

I | bsus | 5: 2025 FACIFIC INSIDE

Legacy and Recognition

The descendants of blackbirded
labourers have become an integral
part of Fijie multicultural soclety.
While initially marginalized, these
communities now celebrate thelr
mixed Melanesian heritage, which
encompasses  Solomon  Islander,
Vanuatu, and Kanak ancestry,

Their prezence is a living reminder
of the historical [Injustices of
blackbirding, as well as the strength
and adaptability of those who
survived it.

Recognition and education remain
important., By acknowledging the
history of blackbirding In Fiji, the
nation can honor the contributions
and sacrifices of these Pacific

Islander communities, ensuring
that their stories are preserved for
future generations.

Blackbirding in the South Pacific
was a chapter marked by coercic
suffering, and resilience.

In Fiji, it reshaped tha demographs
landscape and left & lasting leg
through  the descendants
those forcibly brought to work 3
plantations.

Theair steries remind us of both
human cost of exploitation and
enduring strength of Pacific Isls
communities.

Understanding this history is o
not only for honoring the past
alzo for reinforcing Fiji's diverse
resilient cultural Identity,
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Dascendants of laborars ta—Ehy
force fram Vanuatu during&he:lya :
Dirding ara. ~Image credlt = Vanuat
Ooily Post
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[t's time to embrace community-led conservation vs ’l
the colonial kind (commentary)
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' protect their land and sea ternitories, or worse, actuine land and preciude the troditional residents from it
{ * More NGOs are embracing community-led conservation, though, and we must embrace this, o new op-ed by
a former Peace Corps volunteer in Fji OrgLes, i
t i R T R T S Gl el dle il —e Dir P il e e e A e ool PEL e o Fad i we e o
i Sae A Moy Mdeas -
: L
i
1 When | lived on the remaote island of Bega, In Fifi, | watched as foreign-based NGOs entered villages and
" told Fijians how to live their lives, saying things like "no more eating iko bula (sea turtle)” and “it is time
you step fishing kawokawa (grouper).” These emvironmental NGOs had good intentions, of course, but
! their work was ineffective,
i Why would a Fjlan man wha has been eating ko bido for traditional occasions since childhosod
i suddenly step because some white guy who spent three days in his viltage told him to? Why do
international conservation organizations often ask indigencus people td hait their traditional and
. sustainable practices instead of focusing on larger Issues at play, such as the bycatch of giant fishing
L vissels?
.
i
1 -8
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The village of Maceva, Baga, Fiji on a cloudy day, Image courtesy of Audrey Moreng.

Some of international conservation today still takes on a new form of colonialism. Colonialism is the
exploitation of people, often Indigenous, by a foreign power, it usually invalves taking resources, 2
making the colonizer more powerful, all while furthering the abjectification of the colonized. Taday, It
loks like NGOs from high-income countries entering low-income countries under the guise of
conservation and bettering the planet, NGOs are coming Inta communities of people wha hawve
inhabited biodiverse lands for centuries and telling them how to change, how to help save the planet
from the mistakes their own countries have made, Many NGOs will buy up land, or advise governments |
to create national parks, or protected areas. Most of the time these actions result in ‘conservation i
refugees, ineffective conservation, and an Imbalance of power, Some NGOs are embracing Eﬂ'11mU""TE!' £ a

-

-

led conservation, and we must embrace and push for these organizations. | -
L F

Wwhen colonial forms of conservation are present, it can result In communities having to fighl for the &

rights, especially In the face of conservation's favorite: the so-called protecied area, Although there s a =

growing recognition among many institutions and academia that conservation must move in a more ->

equitable direction, Indigenous communities, like the Maasai, are <Ll E0Eing  against international

conservation decisions,

‘While many people from high income countries are on board for 'saving the planet,’ many Indigenous B

communities who have not been part of the problem, are 'eft out of problem-solving comersations. it

i< tirne to put this calonial form of conservation to bed. it is time to lock towards su ceessful examphes c

of community-led conservation, .

iF

.



teach the rest of the world.

Fiji is home to a diverse population of both Indo-Fijlans, and iTauke: (native) Fijians, There is a wealth of
knowledge concerning both the land and sea within the Indigenous communities. The Inhabitants of

vilages across Fiji have an intimate awareness of both what is changing in thelr ecosystemns and what
can be done about it

Lau banded iguana (Brachylophus fasclatus), a species endemic to the Fjian archipelago. Image by Rhett Butler for
Mangakay.

The Fiji Locally Managed Marine Areas (FLMMA] Is a successful example of what community-led
conservation laooks like when it is properly supperted and managed. FLAMMA is a netwark in Fiji that is
made up of marine conservation partners, it takes after the Locally Managed Maring Areas [LLRA]
maodel, which Is an evalving network consisting of communities, conservation organizations, research
and training institutions, and government departments in the Pacific and Asian region. In Fiji, they have
embraced and evolved this model, and were the first country to formally adop: the model in their
gowvernment. FLMMA takes local knowledge and traditional rescource practices and formalizes them as
part of a country-wide learning initiative,

This stucly demonstrates one such example of a taby - a ban on fishing during certain parts of the year
in certain places: a ‘taboo’ area. Taboos have been used for centuries throughout the Pacific Islands,
and in Fiji are controlled at the will and expertise of the village elders, Though these bans on harvesting
ook different throughout the world, these practices are doing a lot for local conservation. FLMMA
combines traditianal ecological knowledge (TEK) such as this, with modern science, and monitors
outcomes through economic, soclal, and biological means. It is a holistic approach that concerns the
entire system.

T

Fiji does not need new ideas on how to prutﬁ:i their upfn;nnh {marine areas). Instead, Fipi hasalnt i b

)




caught braaking 4 (b could result in a ceremony of public apology, where the offender would have to
present yagona {bundle of kava) to the village.

The success of FLMMA is in large part due to the formal adoption of the program by the Fijian
government. This is because the government plays a prominent role in returning cwnership of coastal
areas back to tradisional motoga! (clans). By situating power within small village communities and
having this power both supported and strengthened by government support, FLAMA is demonstrating
polycentricity, In other words, this s not simply a top-down approach. Nelther the government nor
NGOs are telling these small village communities what to do, instead their decision-making is

reaffirmed by the Fijian government.

Although we know there is no such thing as a panacea, and conservation s not a ‘copy and paste’ field,

we can learn a lot from Fji. We can also take notes from Emgmmﬂwhu have played
their role well here, not by telling Fijians what to do in terms of conservation, but by providing funding

o that local researchers could better understand why FLMMA is successful,

See refated: Fhilippine women guard o marine protected ored

Ajian fishers come azhore, Image courtesy of Audrey Maoreng.

This leads me to takeaway number one - support local conservation efforts, because there has never
been a need to reinvent the wheel. Bottam-up, locally-driven conservation is where we need to refocus
aur efforts. To do this, we must both erase the “white saviar mindzet’ and embrace the knowledge held

by the world's Indigenous people.

Takeaway numbser two Is to enhance the use of TEK in conservation. FLMMA has not created novel
canservation practices, They have instead highlighted what different villages throughout Fijl are doing,

AR NHNE
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Finally, we need to remember haw essential people are in conservation efforts. Social empowerment
and poverty reduction are just as important in FLMMA as Species conservation.

Takeaway number three is that conservation must include people. People are the ones who are going
to make change, they are at the forefront of conservation. The people who know their land best should
drive these efforts. The choice is not people or conservation, it can and must be bath

Cefnmunity-led conservation is not only possible, but when supparted properly, is extremely
successful. |t is already happening, and has been happening for centuries, but many comminities
around the world may not have the funding, access, or networking to be sble to learn, share, or finance
projects. These are not situations where NGOs should come in with money and power, just to further
inequality. These are opportunities to enhance the rights of indigenous communities, to listen, learn,

and observe what is being, or has ziready been, done. We need to move away from ‘saviorism,’ and
towards [rue empowsrment.

The Fijian island af Yanwca lit up by a Seuth Pacific sunset. Image caurtesy of Audrey Moreng,

When | was a valunteer in Fiji, | listened over marning tea as my host aunt explained which day of the
maonth was best to hunt for mud crabs. | nodded to my friend five meters underwater as he advised me
against shooting for a small fish, later explaining that the fish had growing to do. | smiled and obao .
(respectful cupped-hand clap) before downing a bile {cup) of grog, hearing about how things used to be

from the village elders, hearing both thelr hopes and fears far the future of their island.

The next time you are thinking about donating to a conservation organization, do your research, Does

the organization support community-led conservation, or are there storles of local Indigenous y
communities losing out? ¥

Get involved in your own community's conservation, its all around us!
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Holiday Inn Suva
#— 501 Victoria Parade
Private Mail 1367
g . =t e Guest Folio
Holiday Ina | 1. 679 330 1600 | +679 331 6264
AN 10 HOTIL mmﬂ“nﬁnm —
. ___-_-__-___—'—q___
- TAX INVOICE
SwestName  : George Balazs daglan ¥ ~
i TIN NG 1 50-01397-0-5
:wh : S:Dfﬂﬂm k then Fs sk Raam W 253
LA Rt P m Mo, .
m’ Vi tepila IIT:n .J.l:l;l.ll i T Mo, of Guast 1
Falio Ma. | I| Saiva iy Arival Dale ; 17-11-25
frvaice No. MG Al 195887 : Rty 2 1o
TLEF: &irkandiad Cashisr o203
Embership : virg o 00,71 Booked By 1 LUEKAHE
e T e
) 84 i CRS No, : 40741033
=amgany Mama - ™y .:-qz:;q
P m]]-]__!m I|II:| I.F:I
Date Description Referance Debit L
17-11-25  Tapa Lunch Foed POS Room# 253 : CHECK# T22282 26.40 '
[ELUa4111]
17-11-25  Tapa Bar Lunch Bev POS Room# 253 : CHECK# T22292 5.35
[BUVA4111] '
18-11-25  Sioceo Bfst Food POS Roomi# 253 : CHECK#® 517954 Q.78 !
[EUVAL124]
19-11-25  Tapa Dinner Food POS Room# 253 : CHECK# T20101 41.05
[ELVA4122]
18-11-25  Tapa Bar Dinner Bev POS Roomd# 253 : CHECK# T20101 T.30
[SUVA4122)
i0-11-25  Tekeaway Corner Bfst Food POS  Roam# 253 : CHECK# 518287 15.80
[SUVASDRO]
3-11-25  Dremz Destination Rm Charge® a a0.00
20-11-26  Tapa Bar Lunch Bav POS Room# 253 | CHECK# T22426 §.35
[SUVA404T)
20-11-25 Grajuity Room# 253 : CHECK# T22425 1.00
[SUVALD4T]
20-11-25 Tapa Dinner Foad POS Roomit 253 : CHECK#® T28886 44,00
[SUVA4122] .
20-11-26  Tapa Bar Dinner Bev POS Roomat 253 : CHECK# T280968 15.65 .,
[ELVA4123] d
21-11-25  Credit Card Surcharge® 6.92 !
211125 Visa-OPI 23757 ,
Total 237.67 23757 JI

Balance 0.00 FJD '




Holiday Inn Suva
501 Victorm Parmnde

Private Mail Bag 1357
iday Inn f'uEEﬁiE?ds I HG[ i?éq ig? -

163 HOTEL hiobida vinn, com
LITEEEY

George Balazs
Us 1af2

United States ' © UAVFWRE 201
i r IT2S 10:30

50-01397-0-5

ADVANCE DEPOSIT RECEIPT 39339
e

Wisa = 0P 2498.78FID

The above deposit has been received for the following artival date for Georse Balazs
Your Confirmation Number is 10275215,

Arival : 17=11-2%

Dreparture v 21-11-25

We look forward to welcoming yvou to the Holiday Inn Suva,

Credit :

Haliday Inn Suva
Riveplion Desk

MM DDSD030121 3501 7
TID: B 000043

Wersion; 03.01.71

HNOY 17,25 11330
BATCH: 0SS

I 4514

BTAM: n14057
ACCDINT TYFE  CREDIT
REM: 32022646652
TOKEN: |8403256360001364
VISA

ADCODON 1010

CHASE VISA




This dnmmant_;:_.-.:- Je8 imporant information rslatad i el purchased fa
5 your total payment was for multiple pessencers and axlra services, your Bﬁnk statement will reflect a
transaction for e=0h ceesengsr documeant B

BOOKINE REFERIEWCE: FASRENGQER OFTAILS: E-TICKET HUMBER:

EWOWNA MR GEORGE BALAZS \280242?600901

Diata issued: 05 September 2025
TiM 50-00123-0-9

Basc Fare N a TAxes | . k Amount Paid

4,497.31 450

- 3 ! Details
Hunnﬁ:lu Internationsl [HN L} _ Hadi (NAN) FJ&2

15 November 2025 "~17 Movember 2025 Confirmed
.55 (11:55PM D45 {aabAM) PLUS
-.--I-'-i.-.f ks '.':I' 1l (HNL) FJ8s

20 Nove :-.:--.--T.Ei}'?!‘;‘--"\,II - Confirmed

2940 (91020

EED A
We are availabie 24 hours a day to assist with vour rezenvasion reguirements.

Flji (679) 6720 888 | Australia 13 3454 (10 Pl | Mew Zealand 0600 800178 {USA 1800 227 4446
Hong Kong 852 3152 7568 | E!ngapﬂm 800 B5Z 3666 | Malaysia 1 800 81 81

‘Please read and unc'sratand our Terms and Conditions a1 www hilainvays.com
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by Kaneta
Naimatau

+ Permanent
-‘i'l’nﬂu.. Transport and Meteoro-
logical Services Paula Baleilovu-
ummmmmm
opening of Fiji's 8th Matiomal CF-
mate Qutlook Forum in Suva.
- “Traditional knowledge tells us
that the ocean is not an endless
resource to be exploited. but a sa-
cred space that demands balance
and care," Mr Baleilevuka said.
“Our elders read the waves, the
Wwinds, and the movement of fish
w‘lthmeumtpruﬂmnﬂmlmd
E Eﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂl‘tﬂ- 158 mﬂnta
The two-day  forom at the Fijl
Meteorological Service’s (FMS)
‘at the Laucala Bay office focuses
on ocedans and traditional knowl-
edge, bringing together climate
erientists, traditional leaders, and
community practitioners,

Parmanant Secretary for Public Works,

Mr Baleflevuka said ancestops
knew when tides wonld change,
when cyclones wonld form, and
when reefs neoded time to heal,
knowledge that remained rel-

“avant today,

“Sclence and traditional knowl-
edge must now welk hand in
hand, blending medern dats with
indigenous wisdom to restore bal-
ance L0 GUr marine ecosystems,”
e said.

Solutions

Acting FMS director Samizoni
Wagavakatoga =said the forum
aimed to bridge modern climate
gcience with traditional knowl-
edge passed down through gen-
erations.

“By deing so, we honour the
strengths of our people and the
wisdom of our elders, while em-
bracing the innovatlon that will
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sUpport our eommunities ino the
fatore,” Mr Wagavakatogs said,

The foruwm will Feview oceean con-
ditiong, discuss marine weathor
services, and Introduce FMS work
on tradithonal wenther and ooean
indicators.

Mr Baleilesuka said traditional
Enowladge taught that earing for
the ocean began with caring for
each other.

"It reminds us that we sre not
separate from the sea - we arm
part of it." he sakd.

The forum includes government
agencies, tradidenal leaders,
youth representatives, and dewel-
ot partners from e Secre-
tariat of the Pacific Community
and Pacific Regional Environment
Programme.

Fedur: kaneta.nalmatswEfijiswen,
com,if

i

tells us that the
acean is not an
endless resource o
be exploited, but a
sacred space that
demands balance
and care.

Paula Baleilevuka
Permmnent Secrefary

o Publie Works and
Transpar!




CLIMATE SOLUTIONS

Kids lead nmngmve plantmg initiative

Veiuto Primary Year
8 students designed
the project after their
final exam give back
to the community
and contribute to
climate solutions.

RARII TURNER
SLRG

& Fijfl continues to face

riging sen levels, strong-

storms  and coastal

erosion, communities are fak-

ing action from the ground up,
sfarting with lis children.

Year Elght students of Vaiute

Primary School wm%*mmmd

mangrove seedlings along the
Nassge coast in Suva, marking
unenfﬂmirhlmmm

Head teacher Hen Kafoa said

E

\VA? WLL.'S

ﬂ:e'pmj.mt after thelr final ex-

&% as 8 way to “give back to the
community™ and contribute to
climate solutons,

"“We are located alongzide the
seg. Wo always tafked about do-
ing something to improwe our
shoreline, but we did n ot ex-
pect the masgive support we pee
caived,” he said.

The Ministry of Lands, Minis-
try of Foresiry, and NGOs also
jolned the effert by providing
sendlings, equipment, snd Tog-
shirts for students, tenchers,
and parents who helped on the

the initiative allowod students  day.

Mr Hafoa said the project geve
students valoable hands-on ex:
perience While alse showing the
comminity how young people
can take leadership in climate

mmmdnmkmmm

St and studerts of Veluto Primary So

g3

on Miveernber 5
Phato: Rarigl T

“We want the childron to ex-
plore what they learn snd also
show the community what we
tan do-to help protect the sea.
shore and fight climate change,"
he sakbd,

The school plans to continde
the mangrove planting project
in the coming voars,

living in the area gay

the initiative hrings hopa.
Emeline Vi

thinking about us," she said.
Feaddbad: rarighfurnen@iijisun:com,
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T 85, Amels Sarai‘s leoks 0arry

the quiet glow of a life well-

frod, overy wrinkls s testa-
ment o her strength and coltural
wisdom,

The Barota widow h-iu! spemt
dacades gleaning the villags we-
terfront, rizing bafore sunelse to
walk throngh the maze of man-

grove channale ahe knew wall
Hke the lines on the palm of
her hands,

While many of us view the
swamp as a wasteland of
tangled roots and shudows,
Amels aaw them as saored

In hear heydays, dha conld

tha visnally
brailln, She knew which hole
1o the mod hld the fiettest orabes
and whars the fish goathared

when the tides shilted
“I came from Mavave In Bua
bat hawa lived in Barotu, Ba mosk
ntmxudu]t-]il‘aafmr.tmtmu—

ried." she said.

IIIW‘W%“:E
Retired fisherwoman, Amele Serei, 85, at her homa yanrs, feeding my family -
in Barotu, Ra. Picturs: JOHN KAMEA ing senfood to pay for my eight
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the
reader

children's school neade. Thﬂ mm
SWLIMD WaE o1r source of IHvallhaod.™

Amale never had the education we now
enjoy. Growing up, her classroorn was
the mudfst, nature was har teacher and
har rriends were. the senshells, crusta-
caans and figh that ended up in the fam-
ily pot by the'fire.

When she got married, the gep was her
dnily playeround. She wnderatood the
delicate, hidden world beneath the ebb-
ing waves and knew evary cluster of crab
holes by namik :

“I'd gtart from tha front of the village
andm b Gadigadinibele (heron's To-

(where on falls short),
Hn.’ad:a {thelr eyes) and Qowa, return-
ing aftar I reach ‘Syuayuniciva {(oyvater
toastar) which 18 the forthest crab neat,™
g every nook and cranny on

the swamp mesnt that I had to
the mangrons swamp and be one with it
I was 80 skilled as a fisherwoman that 1
tanght village women who were born in

However, in 2018, Barotw's mengrove
forest koat its magic after TO Winston
struck the Ba coastline with relentlaess
wrath. Twisted by damaging winds and
carpibed by heavy eilt, the health of the
mungrove swamp declined.

“Bhrnight after the cyolone, all crabs

and fish diesppeared, togethar with our
food and livelihood sources.”

"We couldn't fish for demu, senilkalks,
kil and glawa snymore. Wa'd pat ook pur
nets but could not gak the kanace and
nuga we used to take home,”

Today, aftar years of coastal reln-
bilitation and reforestation
throngh a act 1 ented by Con-

"I miss going ont to 8ea bot I arm alsg
mﬁhﬂngwmﬂmmmmmmrhnm&

my grandchildran.”

"I want to tell young people to Gake
care of mangrove brees bocanss they will
take oars of the community Protect-
ing the environment ensures that thers

15/)




fo cut kava,
alcohol use

By SERAFINA SILAITOGA

i

TRADITIONATL Inadara 1n MNa-
o] have bean told o reduce
Ehedr kave and aloohol consdmps
Lion and apend mars time with
Their families. eapecially by
helping thelr wives at home..

¥ wira also told thak
radecinr conpnmption wonld
help them perform thair dutins
boettar

The diractive by Tol Marmosi
Bptn Bullano Matant tobus was
lagued doring the Bose Vanna
tehiefiy meeting) at Vebratuloa
Villige on ‘Puesday.

"I'we told our elan leaders | ya-
viea and matagaliy to oat down
hours spent drinking wagona
and even aloohol, In fact, redooss
their comaumption of thess
drinks,” he patd.

“Thers haye been timee when
'd drive ap to my village and
L'eee women carTving firewond
anid even root cropa, making
cheir way hack home ftom the
plantation,

“I'dl phoke €hemn, take them ba
Ehair willage and nften I would
st thalr huebands drinking
Jugone in broad daytight.

“Ba, I'd get off the wehicls, 8it
with them and growl at them to
ba ashamed that women wee now
doing thels futhorly dotiss, This
has to stop beeause our children
neod to learn their rightiul do-
Lies at home.™

Ratu Sullano has nrgad his
traditional leadars o raise the
Izaue in village meetings and

to remind men ther play a vital
role at homme,
“Liook aftar your wives and

b
ahlldven, fight domestic violenos
ani let's respact our wamon, "

“We may male dacistons as




Boad of yavuss, happen. That's why we need to









140 villages
o s

By NACANIELI TUILEVUKA. and $7rm from the Climate

ol Watarways for the con-
AT baast 140 villages acrass iﬁmﬂmdwln
Fill have beert idertified as© “With the additional
needing seawalis, fumding from the national
1 Climate Change | hﬁﬁtﬂr budhet. the thsh]r af
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The bamboo which Is believed to have been thrown hyﬂlichnwﬂdm_-

Sacred conn

By NACANIEL| TUILEVLIKA

ON Newl Island in Cakeudrowve
Proddnoe  stands an  ancient
Bsmboo plant.

Tt fa mok juet a plant, bat a Hv-
ing part of the island’s history

Aooopding to our tonr guide
Liosefati ldigatrl, the hamboo
was thrown onto the ieland by
a demipod from Maitasirl and
hag been growing thera for thou-
sands of Fears.

“The bpmboo you see is part of
our bistory It hes been hars for
cenburies, and it i3 & symbol of
our [gland’s peet, whioh ie atill
alive today” Mr Ligalri zald.

But the hamboo plant's slgnif-
Immﬂa beyond its age.

galri said it was deaplr
t.lad to & long-standing tradi
tionel rivalrr or mfmmm:r
betwean the people of Weitasird,
on Vit Lievn. and those of Vanus

"We hove o friendly rivalry
with Maltasirl,”™ he aald,

Tt has bean going on for gen-
arations, bat it 18 not one of an-
garor hata, 1t°5 a rivelry built on
mutual respact, and not abont
whaia hettarurutrnnm

This rivalry is also Mol
to spcred plaoes on the faland,
much as hot springs, which are

wu 1o the people of Doth
he hamboo plant, fust Wl

the hot epringe. is part of theald
atorlee that shape our cultur,
Theess ara not fairytaies, but im-
portant legends that galdes our

Mawi stafl Losefati Ligair while giving an interview with this
nawspaper. Plcture: NACANIEL] TUILEWLEA

bellafe and actions."

Mr Ligairi satd indigenous Fi-
jlane, who prrived on the island
pronnd 3N anrs ago, broaght
with tham thelr langoags, cue-
fomE and Tselielfs In apirita and
goda.

"Our anoestors  worshipped
demigeds or Falouvy, They be-
Heved that the land. the trees
and the water ware all eacrod
and connected to the gods."

Ha said the bamboo plant on
the island was considercd part
of this saored conneatlon.

It is & Hving link to one paet,
which is why it has never been
daturbed

=1t ha.a'h&an here for centm-
rias, and it is an important part
of who we are.”

In s world thal, changes quick-
Ty Mr Ligair] said the bamboo
plant stands firm, representing
the strength of tradition.

“*The bamboo plant I8 8 ma-
minder of where wa come from,
Fwen as the world around us
ohanges. thie plank remains,
ﬂtlglj'lm onr culture andd our be-

Mr Ligalri and others [n the
comminity are cormmitted to
protecting I, not only for the
gake of tourlam bt alap to pre-
serva thedr idantity

“Wa mmet protest our oricins
and our traditions.

“The bamboo plant bs paymbal
of our peet, nnd we most anayre
fature penarptions continue o
honoar it

16 THEFUI TIMES —MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2025
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Our ancestors
shared their
history through
words, not
through books;
that is how our
b RsEed
down, from one
. gﬂnerat.inn to

| the next

‘ ~ Losefali Ligairi

A Fifi grows in populerity ss

~a tourlst destination, the pro-
tection of cultural and saored
sites hecommes even more Inmpor-

dOINTER T, RO VE Ak

Pnl:tﬂﬂlnurmlm
The stories that surround tha

eratl ﬂnﬂhrﬂtﬂnmrﬂa

mmp;]‘hnrlm gre alive, changing

and adapting as they ave told,
“Omr ancestors shoresd thele

words,  mot-

throngh books: that I8 how our
thu_uumwﬂa&_ﬂ?m.
fromm one g'anmt-lnh to  the

ordgl mhahita-dﬂmiulmﬂ.
and the lsland was s focal poink
in tha region dua to its strategia
oeation."

JDyer  khe  centuries, Nawl
Islandd - hng wikthessad normer-
ons historical events that hewe
aliaped ite cnltural Iandscapa.

Today, craces of this rich his-
tory can atill basean, providing
a ‘hackdrap ta the ik

“The bamboo plant 15 & sym-
ol of our connection to the land
and emch other And we muet
muumiuummtguumg

genarations to come,
While enjoying the island vis-

ask the tour guide to show yoo
this famous bamboo plant,
H you are from Maltasirl and

)
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Excerpt page 202- Kinan and Dalm.ll 21_335

"Flagship Species for Pacific Tslanders: While generalities for cultural

aspects over a geographic area as vast as the Pacific Islands can lead to

misconceptions, it is worthwhile to note that Pacific Islanders, including

those residing in Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and CNML, utilise and have a
3 strong cultural relationship with their marine resources, including sea turtles

(Johannes |978; McCoy 1982; Campbell 2003; Frazier 2003). Turtles are an

intrinsic part of the culture, subsistence, traditions, and folklore of the

region (Balazs 1982 McCoy 1982; Campbell 2003)., Traditionally, they are known

to have played an important role in religious ceremonies, and perpetuating

community relationships and identities through the exchange of turtle meat and

turtle products (Johannes 1978, 15'_3_533];23__@;_ch:33 1982, 1997). McCoy

982:279) concluded that tuitles contribute significantly to-the Gverall |
cultural stability of the people [in the Marshall Islands]' and that ‘their J

contribution in protein is not acarly as important as their cultyral role.’ J
However, the indigenous people residing in the US and US Pacific terfitories

(Hawaii, Guam, America Samoa, and CNMI) lost their cultural rights to harvest

twriles when the US Endanpered Species Act rendered harvest illegal. They have

since requested an allowable cultural harvest of turtles, green sea turtles

specifically, to perpetuate and strengthen cultura igmt_.iglﬂ (McCoy 1997;

Hara 2002; llo 2002). I this re inal use&myajﬁw“—ﬁ};%s‘ﬁ

assume a flagship role for Pacific islanders ta promote cultural

integrity (MeCoy 1982, 1997, Hara 2002), and d may firther convey resource * '
conservation ethics to younger generations|{Tohannes 1978; ‘Morauta, Peffietta,

'r;_aﬁﬁ'd'fm?:}_ﬁ.ﬁ;' spring 1982; McCoy 1997 Poepoe, Bartram, and Friedlander in
priss

Although this concept may be controversial, islanders believe that
strengthening cultural practices will revive traditional authority, resulting
in limited harvest and increased protection of nesting beaches | Spring 1982:Tlo
2002); as has already proven to be the trend in certain Pacific Island nations,
such as Fiji (SPC no date) and Vanuaty (Petro 2002), It is the belief of elders
in Papua-New Guinea that ‘[by] following old traditions, turtles will still be
plentiful' (Spring 1982:295), Furthermore, socio-cultural studies conducted in
CNMI by MeCoy (1997) suggest that the continuation and regeneration of cul
f’ practice could allow limited use, yet provide more effective conservation
/ measures than laws imposed from afar."
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stable enough Lo tplerate a Hmit-
ed harvest, we ask simply to be
allowed to resummie our miliennia-
old relationship with this cultur-

If you think the uniqueness of

our Hawaiian culture is of some
value to the state, then you must
be willing to allow it to occur. It
is unprincipled to restrict Native
Hawalians to only Merrie
'F_-l T '_'f | . "*.r"' T* aran.
ST sl g aeas  palalEhseCause
you've decreed these practices
aceeptable. It is not fair for you
to pigeonhole us into a box for

E-’EIUE' convenience,

»  Just ag Native Hawailans over
the centuries have accepted you
and all your idiGsyncrasies, so,
too, we ask to be accepied —

f1ere 1 ™ AT BROvIme
L& Rl Ldwdy k: T 1§

[Tl -
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Vorege Bainimarama, when conducting his coup

End

ROM the outsst, peopls

ahould accapt that the po-

litdeal prohlams TijE facas

today oririnated from Ehe
Republic of Piji Military Foroes
(RFMF) in 1887, Since then, the
country has gone through threa
consbibutione — and parhaps wa
Wil b counting more,

Whatever the rationale, thore
13 ne justifestion bebind the
coapa and the entrenchment of
thie RFMF in the political land-
sonpe. Paople ave angry and tired
of wabching the standoff or che
overbaering stance of RFMF ovar
wovernimant  declasions {which
never existed onder the FFP gov-
aroment).

THE FUI TIMES —SATURDAY, NOVEMBER. 25, 2023

the

Woreqe Balnfmarama, when
conducting bis conp in 3016, ot-
tered the infamous words that
hia coup wis to end all coups, Tn
retroapect, the military holldup
followlng the 1887 conp never aulb-
slded, sustalned by expanding
penceloenping operations,

Simply, the military newver pe-
tarned to barracks after Eha 18967
COUpE,

The milibnry expansion con-
finned and calminated in asation
18162 of the 2017 Constitation re-
garding the powers of BEFME On
1es face, it entrenches the mili-
Lary in politlea.

Judicial interpretation of the
cladse 13 required to untangle the




in 2016, uttered the infamous words that his was the coup to end all coups. Picture: £/ FILE

oup culture

dehute and confusion, ing of being in appesing comps, HE ti beable to tesch them
_ Meanwhile, it may be appropri-  The problem 18 inestricobly o few ahont the role of e
ake to think outside the box fora  linked to RFMF; thua, senfor of. tary and bheir cath of alle
solutlon. ~ Tioers who participated in or au LGN S

The currsnt Prime Minister, ported previous coups would They shouold be in upiform o
Bitdveni Rabuka, e the architect beat people to find  solution.  meet and discuss the DLest way
of the coup cultare in Fijl. Heis  Tharefors, 1t would not be too  forward for Fijl and REMT — par-
L farmer comm and difflenlt or coatly to organise a

rinister, Similarly the of  military mmﬂin all stnior of- mﬂw from politics, .u.:ﬁ

Ehe T ji First Pacty (FFP). Frank Scers serving: retived &t ai- mnm:gr o racks 1
@Jm, who conducted ther RFMF HQ or Blackrook In  nentiy lﬂmwhthmm
i 3008 coup, i85 a retired com-  Nadi ’ - ity and thay ahould find a solution

mander and prime minister, ~1Inthe they must con-  toend it.
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Take-Home Points from the Suva Workshep 1921 Rily 2018: .
“Conservation of Sen Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceanla - Possibilities Beyond Protection” 1
As discerned by Co-Conweners George Balazs and Thierry Work MT5G Coeanla Reglon Co-Chairs

1} Anextended cessation of traditions| hunting and wuse of turties by indigensus pecole of Oceania
may bring about the loss of thase traditions within the cultures: -

2) There are strong Biblical Church-Based Convictlons to be good custodians of the marine resources |
God has given;

3} Pecple want a better |ife for thelr familias;

4) Peogle and their families are mare valued than [urtles;

3} Culture and tradition bond pecale together;

&} The conservation of turtles cannot be separated from their cuftural context;

7] There is the strong dasire for traditional use,- indeed all use,- to be sustalnable;

8l If communities ean't manage thelr resources then nabady can because “we are here and they zre
thera';

9] Sustainable use is a part of conservation,

10} For some gevernments, provisions are in piace for issuance of permits for case-by-case traditional
harvest;

11} Conservation that relias solely on government enforeament capacity is unrealistic and can alienate
communities hence lessen conservaticon:
12) The problem has not been traditional harvest but 'commercial gresd’;

13} Increased decision-making authority gfdnted by government to the traditional village chiefs may
serve to enhance conservation:

14) Turtle ecatourism and turthe cultural traditions can have conficting goals:

15} Data deficiencies for the conservation statue of turtles are widespread; there is little If any evidencos
of declines or Increases;

16) Developing creative ways to encourags local communities to collect trend data in collaboration with
Boverfmment is a worthy goal:

17} There is merit In spending more time visiting and listening to local communities:

18] There are many turtle biclegists but very few soclal sdentists quantifying the Indigenous community
consumption of turtles;

18} The Government of Fiji deserves congratulations for instituting 23 years of moratariums on the
hamvest of turties which surely had a positive impact cn thair conservation status;

20) The Suva warkshop achieved a long-standing need for focused participant discussions, listening, and
talking about turthe consumptive use, cultural traditions, sustainability, conservation oeyond

protection, and the realities of village life, The door has bean opened for additional workshops In
Cogania; .

21) Without remembering the past, we can lose our Way,

KASTAM

—
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MLULTIPLICATION TABLE

1.000 ng
ol
104
Ll g
1,000 g
Lige
»ﬁ Holiday Inn

AN IHG"HOTEL

SUVA B, a5 with
& hyphan divides one word into syllables or joins multiple words.

Quatation marks sre used around the exact words someone spoke. Use with ttles of songs, share stories, chapter
titles, short plays. apisodes of television programs, magazine articles, and poems.

Thalics are used with the titles of books, movies, newspapers, telovision programs, magazines, and long plays.
{In handwriting, use snderlining.)
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