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Golf Oysters

STORY BY MARTHA OHING

Abowe left, Ketsay Makida wades into Pimdwal pond, 8 water trag-cum-cyster farm on the fifth hole of Four Seasons Beort Hualalai's golt
sourss, The Kumamaoto oysters not enly elaan the pend and help sustain o healthy squatie seorystem, they'ne o ooveted meny item &t the
resort's restaurants (abave right).

s omefimes, on Thursday mornings,
& homeowner at Hualalal Rosort
an Hewsai'l Island steps out oot his
lamai to watch the harvest at Plandwai
pond, a water feature by the lifth hole
ot the resort’s golf course. Then, in
the evening, he'll head down 1o one

of the Four Seasons’ restaurants and
order the freshly plucked and shucked
oyaiers on the halt shell, “Farm-to-
table” hes become a cliche, but the
Four Seasons Resort Hualalai is likely
the only hotel to lay claim to gol -
table seafood. It's also one of only two
commercial farms growing ovsters for
consumpdion in Hawaiti—the other is
Baaloa Ranch on Ofahu.

T 2001, David Chai, the then-
director of natural resousces al the Four
Seasons Resor Hualalai, desipned
the 2.5-aore pond, which pamps in

underground seawater, and a few years
later, imtroduced ovsters to help clear the
water of algae, [nitially, he populated the
pond with Hawai'i's native oyeters, but
they didn't grow fast enough. He then
triect Bastern oysters, but they grew

ton quickly—Nicale Tachibana, who
replisced Chai after he retired recently,
remembers the bivalves batlooning to

a gize nearly the length of her hand.

The Hualalai chefs fried them up into
po’ boy sandwiches, but requesied a
smaller shellfish. The aguaculturists
foarnd & happy medium in the Pacific
and Kumamoto aysters, of which they
harvest about a thousand per week for
the Four Scasons’ restaurants.

Bul "pondside is the best way to
eat it, directly from the pond bo the
plate,” Tachibang says, Hualalai offers
a four of the operation for guesis and

club members, accompanied by an
oyster-and-champagne palring sed

up on the edge of the pond, During

the tour, squaculture specialist Jason
Falcone potnts ol some of the pond’s
ather inhabitants, including native awa
imilkfiah) and “Gpae huna {also known
a% teehle shrimp), *The pond has o
serve an acsthetic purpose,” Falcons
siys, but it was also built to be its own
ecosystem.” The rools of vegetation
growing on the floating islands in the
middee of the pond contral the nuirient
balance and have also become a nesting
habdtat for rare native ae'o {Hawaiian
slilt birds) in the spring. Also part of the
coosvetcm! the occasional errant goli
ball. But, Falcone says, “vou'll really
have to slice it bad (o get it in here®
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