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HONOLULL DANIEL K
INOUYE INTL
Terminal: 1

Claga: MN, N

Bgat: XiJ

Baggaga (d): ZPC
Farn bagis: NHFURDMT

Spedial Barvice Fequest

TAHITI FAAR
Terminal: 1

Cipsrabad by: HAWBILAN AIRLINEE
Marketad by: HANWAIIAN AIRLINES
Booking stahs |15 OK

Frecuent Thyar numbar: 116218870

OGS - PAK AND SECONDARY DOCUMENT DATA, HOT INCLUDSHG WISA « COMFRES

TAHITI FAAA
Tarminal; 1

Class: MM, N

Seal 180

Baggags (4 ZPC

Fars bass: NHFURDMT

Specisl Servics Request

HONOLULU DANIEL K HA482 23:30 120
INOUYE INTL 20Jan2024| 21Jan2024
Terminal: 2

Operated by: HAWAIAN ATRLINES

parkesad oy: HAWATIAN AIRLINES

Booking status {1} QK

Fraguant fhyar number; 115218870 Duermbon: 0550

DOGS - PAX AND SECONDARY DOCUNMENT DATA, NOT INCLUDING ViSh - CONFIRMES

Booking Confirmation ™\ _—.
COMFERMATION punizer: 4227842 349
PN CODE 2194

§1.450
§145
$14
80
$21

approx. 31,71

CFP 194,308
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“Quand un pays vous soutient, il e oAl 3 T&hltl Infos

vous soutient. Ca ne veut pas dire
que de votre cbté, vous cautionnez
tout ce que ce pays fait”

Moetai Brotherson
Prasidhent de la Polyrubsie frangaize

“Je pense quon a les
arguments pour décrocher
un nouveau titre”

Sébastien Labayen
Enfraineur de Tefara

Vendredi 12 janvier 2024 » www tahiti-infos.com
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Le dessin du jour par Munoz
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Mercredi 17 janvier 2024 » www.tahiti-infos.com

Le dessin du jour par Munoz

Steve chailoux g'est £ait -

tatouer le visage pour Pour faire semblant d'avoir

marquer son engagement lefrigoplehéd'laquain

culturel! Et toi pourquoi quejelouvre 3 la maigon, . 1

Inanndaba-ra?




Tatouage
Steve Chailloux dément avoir été refoulé i la PAF

oteve Chailloux a démenti
hier, sur Radia 1 et sur les
réseaux sociaux, une informs-
tion publiée en fin de semaine
dermiére sur la page Facebook
"Cancans de Mahol Nui® selon
* laquelle, ricemment, le député
independantiste n'aurait pas pu
embarquer pour Paris en raj-
Lon de la non-conformité de
s5a photo de passeport. Lors de
5a visite au Festival des arts
des Tles Marquises, Lélu a en
effet cholsl de se faire tatouer
le visage, Le député explique
quiil me doit pas se rendre en
métropole avant le 27 janvier et - 5
quientre-temps, son passeport 3 &té refalt - Je devals guad gu'il amive renouveler
passeport [.,.]. (o fownbait bien, et fof MAInNtenant un posseport aver ure photo récente”
a-t-il dit & nos confréres de L3 radio de Fare Ute,

18

£ FB Steve Chailim




sl

T ahiiti, March 10, 2025 - The tivana
of Faa'a doas not appreciate being told
that his town Is drowning in garbage
A gince the collaction trucks broke dawn,
-'5 1»'{" Bad publicity that is due to the
“relentlassness” of the media according
r}i{ ﬁ:'tu him. Acknowlodging “rechnical
problems” and polnting out “inciwility ™,
O=car Temary puts things into
perspective by stating that it is anly "a
small neighborbiood” that is concernad
but that the rest of the town iz "claan=.
Ha alzo invites other tawns to follow the axample of Fas'a's “method” which “has
_ PrOven itself for 80 years”,
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" ENSEMBLE, AGISSONS
POUR LE BIEN-ETRE
HUMAIN & ANIMAL
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2 ::rrm'rm: -i-.:_I.GI:n:-JI ;1:: Mapuka et ses sany (phoen ECoeie)

Fig.1.& : Maimon basse madifionsedle. Mapukn {dapriss Emary, 1975)




Fw_j_.;t;-ﬁ';m d terrae Marokau de MNapuka. Au premor plan,
li2 vari-resga-sokinga {phito E.Come)







Fi:g?lq- W ﬁ;m?ae_h'lnrni:nu di: Mapukn. Au premier |:H=a|1,"
e val-rag-foliofs (phodn E.Conte) : e

larokau, Nopuka §photne EConie)
Wl ! H




Fig4. 15 Ry, mawne Murokm, Mapuka (phota E.Cante)







Fig.32 : Effigie de lortoes ¢ comil, Musde dizg lles
A aprés Emary, 1947 - 32)
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279,300 habnants le 31/12/2020

Archipel de la SOCIETE - Iles du Vent
207 333 habitants - 75,1% de la population totale

MAIAD - 353 habitants
2 passes
Fas &' aérodrome

MEHETIA
Mon habite en permanence

MOOREA - 17 463 habitants

Communes : Afareaitu, Haapit, Paopao,
Papeloai, Teavaro

10 passes - Adrodrome territove guvert en 1967

TAHITI - 189 517 habitants
Ville principale : Papeete

o Plus de 20 passes

Sl Adradrame d'état puvert en 1961

TETIAROA - Atol| privé - 240 habitants
Pas de passe

Agrodrome [rive (Branda)

ouvert en 1972




£l

Archipel de la SOCIETE - Hles Sous Le Vent
35 393 habitants - 12,8% de fa population totale
' | BELLINGHAUSEN (ou Motu One)

Pas de passe - non hiabilé en PRAMANENCS
BORA BORA - 10 549 habitants
Village principal : Vaitape
1 passe
Agrodrome o'état - Duvert en 1945

HUAHINE - & 075 habitants
Village principal : Fare

5 passes

Aéradrame terriloire ouvert en 1571

MAUPITI - 1 286 habitants
Villages principaux : Vaiea, Pauma
1 passe

Aerodrome territoire ouvert en 1972

MOPELIA (ou Maupihaa) - 20 habitants
1 passe

~ NAD NAG - Non hahité en permanence
L Agrodroane privé (Lejeune) fermé

RAIATEA TAHAA - 17 483 habitants
Village principal : Uturoa

10 passes

Adrodrome d'état guverl en 1964

SCILLY {ou Manuae) - 21 habitants
Paz de passe
Pas d"aéradrome




~ Archipel des GAMBIER

MANGAREVA 1 384 habitants
AUKEMA 25 habitanis
AKAMARL 12 habitants
TARAVAI B habitants
KAMAKA 1 habitant
ANGAKAUITAI 1 habitant
KOUAKU non habité
MAKAPU non habite
MAKAROA non habité
MANUI nen habite

Village principal ; Rikitea 3 Mangareva
Aeradrome territaire (Totegegie) ouvert en 1573

| MARIA EST
Mo habité en permanence

MARUTEA SUD - 104 habitants
Village principal : Vaitutaki

Pas de passe

Aeradiome prive (Wan) auvert en 1953

MATUREIVAVAD
MORANE

TEMOE

TENARARD

TENARUNGA (ou Tenania)
VAHANGA

Mon habétés en permanence

Archipel des AUSTRALES

6 965 habitants - 2,5% de 13 popllation fotale
T MARIA QUEST

Ry | Mon habité en permanence

(fﬁﬂbh%iﬂ‘g\




Archipel des MARQUISES

9 346 habitants - 3,4% de la population totale
EIAD
haon habité en permanence

FATU HIVA - 612 habitants
Villages principaux : Hanavave, Omoa
Pas d'aérodrome

FATU HUKU
Man habité en permanenca

HATU Tl (ou Motu 1ti)
Mon habité en permanence

HATUTAA (ou Hatutu)
Mon habité en permanence

HIVA OA - 2 243 habitants
Village principal : Atuona
Adrodroms Lerritolne, puvert en 1971

MOTANE (ou Mohotani)
| Non habité en permanence

| MOTU ONE
won habilé en permanence

NUKL HIVA - 2 951 habitants
Village principal : Taiohae
Asrgdrome terrilgire, auvert en 1979

ROCHER THOMASSET
Mon habite, fle minuscule

TAHUATA - 653 habitants
Village principal : Vaitahu
Pas d'aérodrame

UA HUKA - 674 habitants
Village principal : Hokatu
Agrodrame temritolre ouvest en 1570

uA POI - 2 213 habitants
Village principal : Hakahau
Aeradrome territaire, auvert en 1976




MAKEMD - 825 habitants

Village principal : Pouheva |
2 passes
Agrodrame teritoire ouver! en 1975

MANIHI - 650 habitants -.

Village principal : Pacua ]
1 passe

Aerograme berritoire cuvert en 1994

. MANUHANGI

Man habilé en permanence
MAROKAU - 26 habitants
1 passe

MARUTEA NORD
1 passe - nan habité en permanence
MATAIVA - 294 habitants

o Village principal : Pahua
1 passe

AErpdrame bervitoine ouvert en 1999

- MORURODA
B Mon habilé - Aérodrome &St milltaire
- | MOTUTUNGA

| Mon habité en permanenoe
NAPUKA - 234 habitants
Village principal : Tepukamaruia

Pas de passe
Acradrome territaine auvert en 1977

~  NENGO NENGO - 9 hahitants
. Agrodrame privé (Wan) auvert en 1993
Sl NILAL - 245 habitants

Village principal ; Ofare

Pas de passe
Adradrome territolre auvert en 2004

MIHIRU - 11 habitants
Pas de passe




'NUKUTAVAKE - 177 habitants
Village principal : Tavana

RS W Pas de passe

r
|

Aarodrome Lerritoire ouvert en 1981

- | NUKUTEPIPI - 12 habitants
1_{_‘-‘,& Man habilé - Aérodrome privé (Fourcade)

4 ﬁﬂ PARADA
- Mon habité en permanence

-

~PINAK)
: "" MNan habité en permanence

PUKA PUKA - 163 habitants

i Willsmes M_Iﬂrin.:.l : Tennemahina

PUKARUA - 236 habitants
Village principal : Marautagaroz
Pas de passe

A T

AETOANOME TRIMIIONE DOVt e o

RANGIROA - 2 709 habitants
Villages principaux : Avatory, Tiputa
2 passes

ol Adradrome d'état ouvert en 1965

RARAKA - 96 habitants

Village principal ; Motutapu
1 passe

RARDIA - 326 habitants
1 passe
Agrodrame temitolre ouvert en 2004

RAVAHERE
Pas de passe - non hahité en permanence

READ - 351 habitants
Pzt de passe
Agrodrame temmitoire ouvert en 1979

. REITORU
| Pas de passe - nan habité en permanence

. REKAREKA (ou Tehuata)
| Pas de passe - non habité en permanence

TAENGA - 117 habitants
1 passe

TAHANEA - non habité en permanence
2 pagses +1 pour embarcations




TAIARD - 2 habitants
Village principal : Paganie
Pas de passe

TAKAPOTD - 501 habitants
Village principal : Fakatopatere
Pas de passe

Aémdrame teritaire ouvert en 1973

TAKARDA - 674 habitants
Village principal : Teavaroa

1 passa

Adrodrame berritoite ouvert en 1986

TAKUME - 152 habitants

Village principal : Choma

1 passe

Agrodrome territine ouvert en 1998

1 passe pour embarcations

Village principal : Ahurua
Mon habité an permanence

VAIRAATEA - 50 habitants

VANA VANA

PN TATAKOTO - 259 habitants
i village principal : Tetumukuru
Fas de passe

Aarodeame lemitoite puwert en 1979

TAUERE - 3 habitants

TEKOKOTA
Won habité en permanende

TEMATAMGI - 61 habitants
village principal ; Tuihana

Pas de passe

TEPOTO NORD - 50 habftants
village principal : Tehekega
Pas de passe

TIKEHAU - 560 habitants
Village principal : Tuherahera

1 passe

Abradrome erritaire auvert en 1977

Village principal : Fakemaru

= Pas de passe
N seradrome tendlorial ouvert en 1985
" | VAHITAHI - &8 habitants
Village principal : Mohitu

Pas de patse

8 Agrodrome lerritoine cuvert en 1986

TUREIA - 336 habitants

" TIKEI
Pas de passe - nan habité en permanente

.

I 70AU - 14 habitants
A village principal : Maragai
M 2 passes

e

" [ TUANAKE - 6 habitants
| 1 passe pour embarcations
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Hello and Aloha President Brotherson,

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is George Balazs and | have worked with sea
turtles professionally in Hawaii and throughout the Pacific since 1973, My wife Linda and | lived

in Paea at PK 26.5 for 7 months in 1964, The experience changed our lives forever. We have
lived in Hawaii ever since. | have visited Tahiti often over the years to donate my time and

knowledge of turtles to the people of French Polynesia. | am a strong supporter of the cultural
and traditional rights of indigenous peoples.

' will be in Papeete 13-20 January 2024. | would like to meet with you in person for 20 minutes
to talk about honu and the native people d eeply linked to them. | am available to EO to your

office anytime, at your convenience, from Monday January 15th, through Saturday January
10th,

With Best Regards and Appreciation,

George Balazs xg Eé .
"y Contact Information:

‘l-ma‘ﬁ'aa'mz -
and

Lighonuworldinhawali@hotmail.com

GEORGE H. BALAZS
982 AWAAWAANOA FLACE  'WeLBaorgeHBalazs com
HOMOLULLL, HaaRY 96855




=

it ':-'E'-"E- '.."}'.'!. '--_ —_ i IUEPE clﬂtﬂrﬂﬂ Mlmn Mdni-

= [Frint in English using bhse or biack ink.
= Complets all SHADED fislds balone accaplamse.
& Sea tha Privacy Notice on the revarsa of Copy 4.

EHIFMENT INFORMATION [Cowimasin

PoslageFess LLE. 31 Inseed Vaue U S H FELFM

_J%UWH qwa H !f E Eziﬁcf:- E:mtmﬁmm B. Addrocos’s Emall Ak
B Baraniers Sefeence o wpdons s kate] | PO Sapila B TUegTers

W B [TH P apeein ]li.J'IE'melm NE

i 1§33 [J§0ar
VO 6 s O Dewr

L =" Tl . 1 116, Lianae Mumba TG ikt i i 17, Fat:
A EoD |
e (184 Lengin gechesi T T EiH=

Foaisl Code H Peslftiorn T conE af D depiy i ey batacks
CJCasranting ko Sy
Tragt ma Sbendonad

T, It s Pl O Sqcalt s e T2 srpim e Tnlechane

Swgery i e S 4 M

m
Jooumere (] Commecinl Sameds [JMerctendie [ Dengeros Goack rot contin ey
on Dl Soose Ol Humantayian Doracen O Ctter 3 - mum"ﬂ"’“ﬂ“wﬂwmq
Intalecl Deicririon ol Comants #, Pamt Aud l.".'rll.r:-:FH {For Bk Siodaes, for e MEFH -.-"i.'m'l.'l&ﬂ

e _."“"“rl iy “‘_'i""'m £ e = - T —

= | _ | 48

T 3.. =
i — 4 !
—— |

Form Z0T8-A, Apil 3118 PSN 7I30-1 7-000-THS2 PAPDATANT. This packsgs msy D ofisied ST, 1-GCus



e g, Penbert eoetrind By SSRET el BF

L | i
o 'f‘ .

iy St~ Smne pvagheph 2y o skion

e e N e of ardand MU tRTple.

L e e

. ~ '
A LIFELONG RELATIONSHIP WITH HAWAIIAN AND
POLYNESIE FRANCAISE GREEN TURTLES 1963-2016

George H. Balazs

IUCN/SSC Marine Turtie Specialist Group, Oceania Region,

982 Awaawaanoa Place, Honolulu, Hawaii 96825
Itashonuworldinhawaifhotmail.com

Thee story of green turtles being restored @ the Hawailan |skands during recent
tirmes hias been heralded in several scientific and popular publications, but
perhaps most sfoquently in *The Book of Hanu" and on tho Turtle Trax web page
v turtied arg> authorad by Peter Bennett and Ursuls Keuper-Bennett. Loss
known to mest is the past and presest complesities of the green turtles of Freach
Palyrmesia, wher they ana also called honw. The bond betwaen the native peoples
and honu of the far-flung islands of French Polynesla continues to be
deep-raoted, diverse, and Intense, Biely a5 previously existed in Hawsd, and may
hapoen again, 8s the haru pepulation of Hawall procesrds ever upward and the
tumar disease continues in decline. My relationship with green turties began in
Frentch Palynesia in 1963 and avedved, through o serles of lueky svants, into a
d3-year endesvor focused In the Hewalian Archipelags. In 1963, my wife Linda
aind | sold our faw possessions, emptied aur small bank account, and left
Californea ta experience [ife In the South Seas among the people of Tahiti. Gur
journay there inchuded & wesk in Hawaii befora fiying 1o the newiy-opened jat
aifport near Papeete. Through the kindness of strangers, for seven manths wae
subsisted in the ther-outier District of Pama in Tahitl, Viea limitations eventually
returned us te California on & cargo ship via Musy Hiva in the Marguasas and
Panamia. A bev manths beter, we were back in Heaall bullding a life, famiy, and
caroers that endure to the present.

| saw my first s turthe in Tahiltl, a fuvenlle honu that would heve boen dinner 6
naak for my poor alm 84 a spear flsher. Lates, walling the shoreling of Bars Bora
with Linda, | saw my secord s2a turtle kept a2 & pet in o pen on the reef flak. 1
regularly st dream abaut French Palynestan people, Istands, and ferthes, = the
natives sl dream at night when an ancestor t=lls them where a turtla can be
augnt the next daiy on the reef. Since leaving In 1964 Pve returned to French
Polynesia on six short trips, five by invitation to assist with sea turile studies, ond
ance With Linda for a brief stop on a cruise vacatlon to Sydmey. The most
miemorae visit was in 15891 to romats Scilly &toll o work with Rene Tuputu and
family, kena baing one of the most knewledgeable turtle hunters of tha mgion,
Wy most recent visis was in October 2010 as part of the “First Inbermational
Symposium on Sea Turtles in French Polynesia® whare Rone Tupute and | met
again after 20 years.

Thera is great potential for traditional thes with the lam o persist, an a
sustainable basls, among the people of French Polynesia, The status of the stocks
and the sustoinabity of the harvest nead to be exsmined within the cultwal
context of [eland cormmunities. | am commitied to playing a rele in alding both the
hanu and the people in thair interwoven relationshigs.
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AVIS

PACFICAR

BP 4466
FAPEETE 38713 TAHITI

SALOCATAHIT POLYNESIE FRANCAISE

R.C 9612813 N°TAHITI 370 155
Agence AVIS Papeete
TEL : +689 40 54 10 10

e . .ml:m......‘.. B
Resn”
Customar n® - CI18E334

DRIVERS
Driver 1 : BALAFS GEORGE
DL n®; H1 4 06

Diriver 2 :
DL n*:

Facture
Rental Agreement n® 101 DE!DEB

Actord |
W° de BDC
Wizard Reservation

senvice.commercialiavispac

BALAZS GEORGE
992-A AWAAWAAMOA PL
HONOLULU

HAWAII USA

Customer servics |

 CAR
Moded : CHANGAN ALSVIN ALIT
Car plate - 284316P
Cear group o

"PAYMENT - DEFOSIT - EXCESE
Deposi 155060 172024 CBY
Paiement 1 : 11 880 1712024 CBY
Paierment 2 :
Egiement 3
Paiernent 4

RENTAL COSTS in France XPF

' DEPARTURE - RETURN

Daparture Office As1
Doparture Date & Time © 17012024 10:45

Raturm Offics AGH
Ratum Data & Tima - 180172024 9:06

Departure KK 4842
Fetum Kb 4871

1 Day{s} Kminclus:

PUHT TOTAL HT .

Rental cost | Farfai

14 G54 14 56 |

Additonal days

0

-




?‘?’ 20 ﬁwﬁ?# M?f? Mep L,

HeNelULU
W Zalax5a
qEf LS

U5 A,

(L TR LR T LR Y L PR PP s s o

PR T

b o 7,,@‘;“\:}—7;}{,{";{. 9 ?;E ﬂq#’?ﬂ/{’ﬂ

TE'H:I Ll e '}Lh 2@/‘@}1 E__?F'g_'?{:& Lt Crut




o L-{I—20(E

|

Geogee WALAZS

Goo — A PwWARNARNT
.-:'!:hi K &

HoNet il u-tlAvA !
CEd TS

U G.A.

U O T R LT B HU R BT

Pbs I/ﬂ{m.{;-m H e IFTT¢ WM p fer F-"rffﬁ;:;_,;g

.r-"‘f }
r{f.fltﬁflu H{“ﬂy;'f{j;r?




",-'.e,;"'r i ﬁr:;,f?ﬁ.f iln".'"jf:.'a.;i"?‘l__:.ji:.:r._';_
= N 3" ey ol | B
Ir-f.,‘!-’f*'*”ﬂ“{'l'ii IE LT

‘fﬁ* —Il’y I--Lf'-? K :i" i .-:’JL'-"-'L{:-' T j

GE& fz{ l"{ 6&'&!%5
?? 2. ‘q E-'Vllgﬁ "'f-‘?H'NE.I'? ??J'?{.EF
HoNoLuly P6F7 ¢

Haw a1

(1.5 1.

(T LT P PR o Y [T
















Original Text Tahiti Infos

Web link: hﬁug;{jm;anIti—i@qg,Em{Lg:nmces-d-gg-mgssacﬂg-;wtue&
Manuae a2} 1671.htm|

The trial of a "massacre” of :
turtles in Manuae "

Tahiti, September 2, 2022 - The correctional court judged Friday four
poachers for a real turtle fishing campaign -particularly bloody-
conducted in November 2019 in Manuae. The prosecution considered

that it was now necessary to move to firm prison sentences on this
subject. Deliberated on September 15.

"A real massacre." Friday morning, the president of the correctional court,
Thierry Fragnoli, did not mince his words at the evocation of a file that one
did not expect to discover during a simple single judge hearing. At the bar,
four defendants aged between 22 and 44 years old were prosecuted for an
unusual poaching of turtles of a scale rarely equaled in Fenua. And as a
proof of the importance of the case, the prosecutor did not hesitate to ask
for prison sentences against the traffickers. The representative of the public
prosecutor, Héléne Geiger, conceded that these were "severe sentences”, but

they were intended to "show that for this type of environmental offence, we
have raised the bar to the level of the issue”,

Trails of blood
The

case had been discovered on November 21, 2019, during a surveillance flight
of a plane of the Armed Forces of French Polynesia over the atoll of Mopelia
in the far west of the Soclety Archipelago. While approaching the atoll, the
military crew spotted and photographed a bloody scene in which about 15
people were busy cutting up at least as many turtles on a beach. Several
ships were anchored nearby, shells and coolers were spread out on the




= Q%

beach, but above all, long, clearly visible blood trails stretched across the
sand and into the sea... "It must have been a nameless carnage”, the

president of the court et slip during his summary of the proceedings, at the
beginning of the he_atl_ng. .
The plane of the Armed Forces had then redone a passage, but to note that

there was "nobody more on the beach”. The turtle shells. and coolers had
been hidden under large coconut palms, but the traces of blood were still
widely visible from the air, The army plane was also able to identify the
registrations of three of the vessels present, a bonitier and two potl marara,
An investigation was then carried out to find the owners of the vessels, who
were originally from the island of Tahitl, and then to interview them and
implicate five suspect fishermen.

Cigarettes against turtles On

Friday morning, four of these fishermen were sent back to the court. The
fifth one, having left the territory in a hurry for the mainland, will be
summoned and judged later, "I don't hide from you that the versions given
in police custody, it was a lot of nonsense”, started the president of the
hearing, usually assigned to the instruction of the penal files. "I expect from
you today a certain frankness. That each one takes its responsibilities." And
nearly three years after the facts, the four men have generally complied.
One of them quickly introduced himself as the instigator of the project. "I
wanted to eat turtle meat, because I ljke it," he explained. But with about
twenty poached green turtles representing nearly 350 kg of animal flesh, the
man did not hide for a long time that he intended his fishing mainly for the
resale on Ralatea or Tahiti. "I knew people in Mopelia. We decided to set a
date. We filled the boats. We got some food and headed out."

But above all, it is the organization and conduct of this real poaching
campaign that makes the case special. From Tahiti, the fishermen went to
Ralatea to fill up, before heading to Mopelia where they literally recruited
atoll residents in exchange for food. Pasta, rice and sugar were exchanged
for labor that was obviously quite used to turtle fishing. After spending a
night in Mopelia, the fishermen went to the neighboring atoll of Manuae to
catch about 20 turtles, "There, there were people on the reef who wanted to




trade turtles for cigarettes,” even the main defendant recounts. The animals

were then brought back to Mopelia to be cut up, butchered and packed in
bags... And that's when the fishermen and the inhabitants got scared when
they saw the army plane, got rid of all the turtles and returned to Tahitl.

On the stand Friday, the three other defendants tried by the court generally
confirmed this version of the expedition. Even if they affirmed that they did

not know that they were going to fish turtles before setting sail from Tahiti.
“I just came to do a fishing trip,” explained the owner of one of the poti
marara. "I thought we were going to Fakarava,” the youngest, a simple sailor
on the bonito, defended himself, Once on the spot, however, the three
defendants admitted to having participated In the fishing, transporting and
butchering of the turtles. "You knew that it was forbidden. You had the
choice to refuse once you were on site”, the prosecutor pointed out during
her closing arguments.

“Also present at the hearing, the representative of French Polynesia
intervened to announce the constitution of civil party of the Country in this
file. The territory has a very repressive legal arsenal against turtle poaching
and aims to make Polynesia a "sanctuary” for the protection of protected
marine animals. The country's lawyer explained that the turtles were in the
middle of their reproduction period at the time of the poaching and that the
choice of Manuae was not made by chance: "It is a nature reserve classified
by decree so that the turtles can quietly nest", The representative of the
country asked for 15 million Fcfp in damages on behalf of French Polynesia.
As underlined, the prosecutor wished to insist on the seriousness of this
case, but also on a change of penal policy on turtle fishing. The prosecutor
announced the end of the pedagogical approach with the suspended
sentences that have been given until now, and the beginning of a stronger
repression by requesting 18 months of firm prison for the main fisherman
and 12 months for the three others. "We must begin to understand the
importance of what we want to protect,” insisted the prosecutor, The
defense lawyers, for their part, regretted that this case was chosen "to make
an example®. They also underlined a certain "hypocrisy" on the subject, by
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evoking in particular the example of elected representatives of the assembly
having announced openly to have already consumed meat of tortoise... The

court put the case under deliberation. It wi| Pronounce itself on September

15,
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