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Hawaiʻi

George Ariyoshi,
State’s Third Governor,
Dies At Age 100
Ariyoshi, who was elected in 1974

and served as Hawaiʻi’s governor

until 1986, was the first Japanese-

American elected governor in the

U.S.

By Hawaii News Now / April 20,

2026

George Ariyoshi, who served as Hawaii’s third state governor,

died Sunday night. He was 100 years old.

In a statement, his wife Jean said Ariyoshi died at home. He

was surrounded by the former first lady, his daughter Lynn,

and sons Ryozo and Donn.
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Jean Ariyoshi’s statement said, “Governor sacrificed and

worked hard for most of his life to build a better future for the

State of Hawaii and its people. Governor Ariyoshi loves you

all very much!”

Gov. Josh Green ordered U.S. and Hawaii state flags to be

flown at half staff in Ariyoshi’s honor at all state buildings,

offices and agencies until sunset on the day of his memorial

service, which is yet to be announced.

Former Governor George Ariyoshi and former first lady Jean Ariyoshi at

ceremonies honoring the 175th anniversary of Washington Place in 2022. (Cory

Lum/Civil Beat/2022)

 EVE

MAY, 2026

THU

FRI

FRI

MAY

07

MAY

15

MAY

22



The governor’s office said Ariyoshi served in the U.S. Army

Military Intelligence Service during World War II as a

Japanese-English interpreter. He went on to earn degrees

from Michigan State University and the University of Michigan

Law School.

He served in the territorial legislature and then was a state

senator before being elected lieutenant governor.

Ariyoshi served as lieutenant governor under John A. Burns.

He took over as acting governor in 1972 when Burns became

ill with cancer.

Ariyoshi was then elected governor in 1974. He was re-

elected to two more terms and was in office until 1986.

Hawaii governors are now limited to two consecutive terms.
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Gov. George Ariyoshi in 1977. (Hawaii State Archives/Honolulu Star-Advertiser

Collection)

Historians have said that including his time as acting

governor, Ariyoshi was the state’s longest-serving governor.

He was also the first Japanese-American elected governor in

the U.S.

Gov. Ariyoshi’s campaign, run by Bob Oshiro, used the

campaign slogan “The Issue is Integrity. The Answer is

Ariyoshi”. The slogan could be seen on bumper stickers on

cars of his supporters across the state.



He also had a reputation for quiet leadership, underscored

by campaign ads with a song that said he was “working

quietly and effectively for the State of Hawaii.”

In a statement, Green said, “Governor Ariyoshi devoted his

life to Hawaii with humility, discipline and an unwavering

sense of responsibility to the people he served.

Green added, “He led our state during a pivotal moment with

quiet strength and integrity, and his legacy as a trailblazer

and public servant will endure for generations. Our hearts are

with his family and loved ones.”

Ariyoshi just celebrated his 100th birthday last month and

had been the oldest living governor in the country.

Jean Ariyoshi said her husband worked hard to build a better

future for Hawaii and its people.
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Aloha, Civil Beat readers. We appreciate your thoughtful
comments. But in order to make commenting an engaging
experience for as many readers as possible, a few rules:
Please limit the number of times you comment per story so
everyone has a chance to participate without feeling like
they are in the middle of an argument between just a few
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people. Don't repeat the same comment over and over. Be
civil and respectful of others even if you disagree. Language
and words are important so please avoid snark and put-
downs. Name calling and mocking of people's names is
specifically prohibited; so are personal attacks, including on
Civil Beat and our reporters and contributors. General
nastiness and stereotyping also will be rejected. DO NOT
WRITE IN ALL CAPS; that comes across as yelling, don't you
think? Stay on the topic of the story, please, and not turn
everything into a screed on Trump or Biden or Harris.
Misinformation and disinformation will be rejected. In
general, not every comment may get posted. We may
suspend or ban commenters who overstep at our sole
discretion.

Note: Different people may use the same username. For
instance, there are at least six different commenters who go
by Malia. There are at least five Ricks and four Daves.
Usernames that are clearly intended to ridicule someone
else are not allowed.

Election season note: We welcome thoughtful discussion of
candidates and issues in the comment section. Please follow
our general guidelines, in particular: No personal attacks. Be
civil and respectful of others even if you disagree.
Misinformation or disinformation, especially
mischaracterization of candidates and their positions, will be
rejected. Do not use the comment section to campaign
for your own election or to undermine your opponents.
You have other venues for that kind of thing. Moderators
are working to prevent the comments from becoming
political rallies. Not every comment may get posted.

No links, please.



Be patient. We read every comment but we also need to
sleep, spend time with our families and do our other work
so there may sometimes be a considerable lag between
when you write your comment and when it appears on the
story. Weekends and evenings in particular.

Click on "Sign In". Your old account should still work. If you
don't already have an account you need to create one (click
on "Register").

Need help? Email membership@civilbeat.org.
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LKG 2 weeks ago

Mahalo Governor Ariyoshi for your love and commitment to
your people of Hawaiʻi. Because of you our children thrived;
because of you your Hawaiʻi people walked with their heads
held high; because of you aloha lived! Mahalo, mahalo,
mahalo! May you now rest in peace.
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The only news outlet in Hawaii

dedicated to public affairs reporting.

Our mission is to engage and educate

the community on important public

issues through in-depth reporting,

explanatory and investigative

journalism, analysis and commentary.

Best Overall News Site

Civil Beat has been named the

best overall news site in Hawaii

for 14 years in a row by the

Society of Professional

Journalists Hawaii Chapter.
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