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People from near and far

give support

BY PENG HSIEN-CHUN
AND CHIU YEN-LING

STAFF REPORTERS

A truck full of drinks yesterday
appeared outside the Legislative
Yuan where a sit-in by students and
other activists protesting against
the cross-strait service trade pact
was being held.

“You have had a long day,” the
truck driver from New Taipei City,
sumamed Shih (i), said to the
Drotesters,

He said he had been “almost
driven mad” watching news reports
since the demonstration began on
Tuesday and was deeply moved
by the students’ action. He said
he could not do much to help the
protest, extept offer some drinks
for the students,

“The nation’s economy is not
doing well and I am worried that
young people will not be able to find
a job or make money,” Shih said,

0

“The future of young ig the
future of Taiwan, and the govern-
ment’s messing around should not
be tolerated,” he said.

LONG DRIVE

Supplies and moral support ap-
peared yesterday from Chen Jui-
chu (), who had also been
motivated by news reports.

The Changhua County resident
drove to Taipei Yesterday morning
with her children and mother-in-
law, bringing raincoats as well as
instant noodles and other food for
the students,

She said she had considered
sending the supplies by speed post,
but decided to save time be bring-
ing them herself,

Her husband supported her de-
cision, Chen said as she and her
children passed the food to stu-
dents equipped with pushcarts,

Chen had photographs of her

rote7s

Ll (e TArpEL

Iy
children taken on the e, saying
that the pictures would be a souve-
nir of their witnessing democracy.
Meanwhile, several tents were
set up yesterday outside the Legis-
lative Yuan complex for more than
20 families with small children who
are taking part in the protests,

MOTHERS

The mothers, who had been there
for two days, said “it was our duty”
to maintain a bright future for their
childrer,

They were busy protesting and
attending to their children as the
temperature dropped yesterday.

One of the women, Hsu Shu-huei
(#%#%), said she came to voice her
concerns because the service trade
agreement will have a great impact
on Taiwan, but was very few Tai-
wanese understand it,

_ ‘It is a very serious problem,”
Hsu said.

Volunteers hand out bottles of water to people gathered outside the Legislative Yuan in

Taipei early yesterday morning,
for a second full day inside,

‘

as the occupation of the legislative chamber continued

PHOTO; LO PEIDER, TAIPETIMES
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President Ma Ying-jeou addresses a press conference in the Presidential Office Building in

Taipei yesterday,

PHOTC: GEORGE TSORNG, TAIPE| TIMES
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isiung, Tainan will not send

any more police officers to Taipei

TAIPEI, CNA
The heads of Kaohsiung and

‘Tainan special ‘municipalities,

both of which are governed by
the main opposition Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), said
yesterday that they are unwill-
ing to offerfurther backup po-
lice ménpower to control riots
happening in northern Taiwan.

.Aﬂef-.a riot the previous night
at the Executive Yuan, Tainan
Mayor Lai Ching-te said that no
violence should be used against
the students expressing their
opinions about important na-
tional issues.

The head of the Kaohsiung
City Information Bureau, Ting

“Yun-kung, said that the city gov-

ernment respects the protesters’

appeals and is against Kaohsi-
ung police donning riot gear.

One hundred and twenty of-
ficers sent from Kaochsiung and
Tainan to Taipei were recalled
the previous week,

The Kaohsiung city govern-
ment said March 21 that they
had negotiated with the Na-
tional Police Agency to reduce
the number of mobilized officers
due to local security needs, and
would bring back any further
deployed officers immediately
if riot-control instructions were
issued. . ;

Lai said Tainan would not
send any backup police, saying
that the National Police Agency
already has enough officers to
mobilize.
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US smytéineutml‘ on paéi

lauds Taiwa
BY WILLIAM LOWTHER ﬁ (%

US Department of State spokes-
- woman Marie Harf on Monday said
Washington supports Taiwan's “vi-
brant democracy” and how it al-
lows “robust political dialogue.”
Harf made the remiarks in re-
sponse to a question about the
" student-led demonstrations in
Taipei against the government's
handling of the cross-strait ser-
vice trade agreement with China.

“The agreement on cross-strait

| trade in services is an issue for
Taiwan to decide,” she said. “We
hope that the discussion can be
conducted peacefully and civilly.”
“We have welcomed steps taken
- by both sides on the Taiwan Strait
to reduce tensions and improve
- relations between Taipei and Bei-
jing,” she said. “We'd encourage
them to continue this constructive
dialogue and again, the specific
agreement is really an issue for
them to decide.”

Asked if the US was offering
any counsel or advice to President
Ma Ying-jeou’s (F#11) government
‘on how to deal with the demonstra-
tors, Harf said that to her knowl-
edge, that was not the case.

Harf also said she had not heard
any concern expressed within US
President Barack Obama’s the ad-
ministration that the ‘protests may
spread and destabilize Taiwan.

The departiment’s statement
came as the Formosan Association
for Public Affairs (FAPA) ca]led on

TR

to “express deep concern” about
the police response to the protests.

FAPA, which represents many
Taiwanese-American organizations,
asked Washmgmn to urge Taipei
“to exercise the utmost restraint in
using police force, in order to pre-
vent further bloodshed and deeper
polarization of Taiwan's society.”

In a message to the White House
and Congress, FAPA said: “The pro-
cedures followed by the Ma gov-
ernment to push the [cross-strait]
service trade agreement through
were undemocratic and not trans-
parent. The autonomy of the legis-
lature and the legislative process
negotiated by the political parties
should be respected as befits Tai-
wan'’s democracy.”

US publications have also com-
mented on the trade pact protests
and the government's reaction.

“The more lasting damage may
be across the [Taiwan] Strait, where
Chinese authorities are surely
looking at this mess and smirking
smugly,” Fortune Magazine said.

A Georgetown University blog
urged US policymakers to take “se-
raise China’s influence over Taipei.

“The US must adopt and strictly
enforce a zero-tolerance policy
toward Chinese intervention in

Taiwan,” the blog said. “We can’t af-
ford to let Taiwan become the next
Crimea. China must be appraised
that messing with Taiwan equates
to messing with America.”
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cake, and salty cake 15. Ping‘an turtle cake molds
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