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arly logs from ships sailing the Caribbean and other tropical seas describe waters once teeming with
green turtles. A Spanish chronicler traveling with Christopher Columbus during his second voyage
(1493-1496) wrote while they were sailing along the coast of Cuba that “the sea was thick with turtles . .,
S0 numerous that it seemed the ships would run aground on them.” When pioneering sea turtle biologist Archie Carr
and colleagues began to document the status of sea turtles nearly five centuries later, they found a starkly different
picture, Carr's 1956 classic, The Windword Rood, detailed the plight of the Caribbean green turtle, whose rookeries
were a shadow of their former selves, and it served as the clarian call that effectively launched the modern sea turtle
consenvation movement, Seven decades later, the green turtle has come back from the brink and now stands as a
riches-to-rags-to-riches tale of nature conservation. Itis a poignant illustration of the are from abundance to depletion

at the hands of man, and ultimate recovery through decades of sustained management and conservation.

For centurias, green turtles faced the threat of intensa direct
take for meat, eggs, and other products. Mare recently, Lthat
threat has been combined with the widespresd Impacts from
habital loss, climate change, and incldental capiure in fisheries.
In 1982, the speces was classified as Endangered o the
International Union lor Consarvation of Mature (IUCH) Red List of
Theeatened Species. Howsewver, as conservalion measuras
expanded ghobally, long-term monitening has revealed & slow
but steady recovery of the species, The most recent assessment
by the IUCH-55C [Species Survival Commission) Marineg Turtle
Specialist Group (MTSG), published In Sctober 2025, reflects an
encouraging  twumargund; Slobalky, green turtles are now
classified as Least Concern. This change is one of the most
significant global stetus Improvements ever documented for a
long-lived marine vertebrate, and the shift is both scientifically
significant and symbolically powerful,

For the first time, in addition to tha global listing, the 2025
assessment also evaluated T green wWwitle subpopulations
fragional management units, or BMUs), defined by long-term
data on genstics, biogeography, tagging, movameant behavior,
demography, and expert knowledge, The RMU-based approach
hedped resghve 8 long-standing limitation of earlier glabat-anly
assessmants, which could mask sergus regional gedines
behind gains elsewhere, Over the past several years, dozens af
MTSE experts contributed o a systemalic process of collating,
varifyirg, and reviewing decades of nesting and sbundance
data and of carefully applying Red List critaria ta bath the global
populatizn and each RMU, Motwithstanding these advances,
applying Red List criteria to long-lived, migratory spadies such
as sea turtles remains challernging, especially where data gaps
or camplex ife histories make trends difficult to guantify.

The combined global and RMU-level assessments raveal a
nuanced piclure: 3ome green urle subpopulations have
undergone remarkable recowveries, while others remain small,
fragmented, or in clear dacling, These differences highlight nat
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anby the effectiveness of sustained conservation affarts bul alsa
the graan wirthe’s continued valnerability 1 human Impacts and
its dependence on conservation,

Although the global gains in grean lortle popalalions ana
ancouraging, thy alsc reprasent onby & partial recovery Green
turtle numbers remain far below their presxploitation abundanca,
and 4 of tha 11 RMUS are still in decling. Where protections hald,
turtles rebaund; whera they wealken, declines persist. Whethar
this glabal improvemant Beoomeas a ﬁUfEDIG consaryation
success will depend on the world's continued commitment to
safeguarding the RMUs that ramain most at risk.

Global (z025)

The green wurthe |5 listed a5 Least Concemn 3t the glebal

level, meaning that the current risk of species extinclion is
fow. Long-term conservation efforts acress much of the green
wirthe’s range hawve bed 10 @ 28 percent Increase overall in nesting
across all rookeries included in the assassment. Mewarthabess,
stalus and consenvation needs remaln uneven acrass the green
turtle’s 11 subpopulations, with several that are still small,
fragmented, o exposed o substantial threats. Confinued
conservation efforts are neaded across the green twuriles range
to maintain its Least Concarn status, with special attention bo
addressing lagging reglons and mitigating persistent threats
from bycaich, take, and coastal developmeanit.

North Atlantic (2025)

Cistributad fram the southeastern United States and

Caribbean to Macaronesla and  West  Africa,  this
subpapulation indudes major reokeries 0 the United States
(Figricla), Mexico (Quintana  Boo, Yucstdn), Costa Rica
iTortuguera), and Aves |sland (Varnazuals). Long-term protaction
has produced substantial increases at several sites, vielding a
134 percent increase in total annual nesting from 1984 to 3023,
However, recent downiums at key beaches, including




Tortuguers, the largest roakery in the RMU, are concerning and
warrant special focus. Priorities include managing bycalch,
safeguarding nesting habitat amid development, and malntaining
long-term monitoring to detect emarging trands.

South Atlantic (z019)

This subpopulation nests across many of the reglon's

Z8 countries and dependencies, though onfy B were
ircluded in the assessment: Ascension Island (United Kingdom),
Brazll, Equatoral Guinea, French Guiana, Guinea-Bissal,
Principe Island (580 Tomeé and Principe), 3urineme, and
Wanezuels, These areas have shown some of the most robust
recoveries among all green turtle populations, with a collectiva
188 percent increase in nesting abundance from historical levels
to 2007 Mesting frends have been strongly positive at several
kay beaches—nalably Ascansion Island, Maverthalass, D",.l'{-ﬂti-h
and Itegal take are persistent concems, particulary in tha
aastem part of the region. Sustained protection of nasting
beaches, coupled with expanded fishery mitigation, will be
cruclal to maintain these encouraging gains.

East Pacific (z023)

East Pacific graen turtles nest along the Pacific coasts of
the Americas, from Mexico 1o Peru, and on affshore
islands in the Galapagos (Ecuador) and the Tres Maras and
Revillagigeda archipaelagas (Mexico), Long-term clata on nesting
abundance are avallable from just two locations—Calola Beach

in Michoacén [Mexicol and the Galdpagos |slands—which
iogether host ™ percent of all nesting In the region. Despite
significant increases at both sites since the early 19805, overall
nesting abundanoe is about 45 percent lower than the earliest
avallable data (1970s). The current classification reflacts both
partial recovany and continuad threats from bycatch, Illegai iake
(.., harvest), and habitat degradation,

Southwest Pacific (zo25)

Ay Found across Australia, Papus Mew Guinea, Vanuatu, and
'E'«ft:-' nearky waters, this subpopulation includes the world's
largast green turtle rookery at Raine |sland, Auostralia. It is
assessed as Vulnerable becacse of a combination af its small
and fragmented nesting areas, geographic isolation, and
declines in some populations and critical habitats. Climate-
driven Impacts to nesting habitat, incleding storm erosian,
saltwater intrusion, and sand temperature rise, are of particular
conoern and have already led toa decline in hat:hllng production
at Raine island.

Central West Pacific (2023)

The Central West Pacific subpopulation Includes nesting
o populations dispersed across a vast geographic range
that consists of small, isclated beaches in Japan's Ogasawara
Islamcs, Palew, Guam, the Commaomwealth of the Northem
Mariana Islands, the Federated Statas of Micronasia, Wast Papua
[Inddonasia), Papus Mew Guinea, the !'-'I-?rshall Islands, and the
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Saloman Islands, O the six long-term nesting datesets thet are
available, the nesting populations on Hahalima and Chichijirma
ipart of the Ogasawara Island group) show the most roDust
grawth, contributing to a B0 percent increase overall In nasting
abundance across available index sites untll 2021, Despite the
recent gains in Japan, the stetus of this subpopulation |5
imfluanced by its small area of nesting habitat, which is distantly
dispersed; by gaps in nesting site protection and monitaring,
and by persistent threats from bycatch and direct take

Central South Pacific (2023

Thiz small, fragmented subpopulation nests primarily in

French Polynasia [Scilly Atally, the Cook Islands. Kiribat,
Tokelau, American Samoa, and Fiji, with minor nesting in
samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Pitcaim. Quantitative data remain
limited, but significant pepulation declines have been obsarved,
and the data are persistenthy low. Fewer than 3,000 mature
famales, continued low abundance, and geographic isalation
pose serous recovery and monitoring consbrainks. Ongaing
bycatcn in longline fisheries and direct take of adult turtles
ramaln major threats.

Central North Pacific (2019)
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indicate a 38 percent decling since the 1970s, aithough long-
term data are limitad and inconsistent, Significant threats {ram
bycatch, turtle meat and egg harvesting, and habitat loss
suggest the need for a precautionary approach to managing
this subpopulatian.

_East Indian—West Pacific (2025)

@ Extanding from Southesst Asia through the westemn
Pacific and parts of the Indian Ocean, this subpopulation
is broadly distributed, with dozens of nesting sites and 10 majsr
rockeries in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Wielnam, ancl
western Ausiralla, whers thousands of turtles nest each year.
Long-term data incicate a 1 percent overall deciine thraugh
20232, though local trends vary widelhy. The large popuiation size
and widespread distribution offsel maderate localized lossas.
The regions complex geophysical barriers Imit genetlc
connectvity between rookeries, resulling In high genetic
diversity (st least 26 distinct stocks) Loss in fisheries, Doth
targeted and incidental, remains the biggest thraat 1o the RML,
and ongoing protection of nesting sites, enforcement of lake
reguiztions, and habitat conservation remain high priorities.

Southwest Indian (2023)

This geagraphically Isolated subpopulation  nests

exciusively In the Hawaiian archipelago. Most nesting
occuss In Lalo (French Frigate Shoals), with a small amount of
resting activity scattered among the inhabited Hawailan Islands.
Once severely depleted, the population grew—following the
enactment of protections beginning in the 1570s—at a rate of
44 percent annually until 2012, 115 Improved sialus wak
boistered by the end of commercial harvest, rigorous protection
of nesting beaches, and the absence of internalional pressuras
owing to s complete confinement within the Hawailan
archipelago. However, dependence on the two primary small
nesting islets (East Island and Tern Island) In Lalo leaves this
subpoplation highly vulnerable to climate-driven imoacis 10
nesting habitats, such as eroslon, inundatisn, and warming sand
and incubation temperatures. Morecver, recent assessments
chow a patential shift from growth 1o decline, suggesting thatl £z
Least Cancen status warrants careful reevaluation,

Morth lm:li_an (2019)

@ Nesting primarily in Oman and the Republic of Yemen,
with marine habitats spanning the Red Sea, Persian Guif
[alse known as the Arabian Gulf), and Arabian Sea, this
subpopulaticn has experenced notable declines at key nesting
sites. Estimates of nesting in Oman and the Republic of Yemen

@ This subpoputation nests widely along the East Adrican
coast, in Madagascar, end on many small islands
thraughoel the region, Majar nesting sites are found on Isolated
islands in the Mozambique Channel [@.g., Europa, Comoros, the
Glorleuses, and Mayotle) and in southern Seychelies (Aldatbra),
Lang-term maonitoring data from major nesting sites show a 53
percen Increase averall in nesting over about 30 years through
2020, The subpopulation has a large distribution and high
genelic connectvity. Howewar, persistent Hegal take and
incidental catch in artizanal fisheres continue ta significantly
affect turties in parts of this region, and climate change—related
risks pose & future threat to vulnerable island nesting sites.

Mediterranean (2024)

0 The Maditerranean subpopulaticn nests mainly in Torkiye

and Cyprus, with a smaller proportion nesting in the Syrian
Aran Republic, Lebanon, |sréel, and occasionally Egypl. This
subpopulation forages throughout the eastem and central
Mediterranean basins, particularty along the coasts of Morth
Africa and the Levant. It has shown a 270 percent cumulative
increase In nesting abundance over the pest 30 years or 0.
Howewver, the subpopulation alsa suffers from a limited nesting
habitat (less than 300 kilometers, or 186 miles), genatic isalation,
and ongaing threats from coastal development. &
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