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4 xtending across nearly one-third of
the Earth's surface, the Pacific Islands
Al region is a vast assemblage of atolls,
Islands, and archipelagos connected by ocean
processes and human history. These islands
sustainunigue cultures and people whose identities
are inseparable from the sea. For them, sea turtles
are more than wildlife; they are kin, ancestors, and
symbols of resilience and longevity. Turtles were
once an important food source throughout the
Pacific, and in some nations, they still are. In many
Pacific Island cultures, turtles are consumed as part
of age-old traditional practices that are alive today.
Turtle shells adorn ceremonial regalia, turtles’
journeys mirror those of voyaging peoples, and
turtle protection is wowven into local law and
community stewardship.
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Ecolagically, the Pacific istands regicn sits at the crassroads
of the tropical Pacific, where warm waters and coral archipelagos
provice essential nesting habitats and foreging grounds for five
sed lurthe species: green turtles, hawiesbills, olive rdiegys,
leatherbacks, and loggerheads. Each species i represented by
e or mare regional managemant units (RMUS), subpopulations
defined by geography,. genetics, and behaviar that help guide
consenvation at meaningful scales. The International Unign for
Canservalion of Mature (IUCH) rankings of these RMUS reflact a
range of conservation stetus rankings from beast concemn
(Cantral Morth Pacific greens) to critically endangered [Western
Pacific ieatherbacks),

Sea turtle management in this region reguires a delicate
balance between traditional autharity and modern conservation
frameworks, Customary harvast restrictions and cultural taboos
are aften complemented by national laws and intemational
agreaments grounded in Westarn science. Island communities
and conservation practiioners face shared challenges: remote
and often inaccessible nesting beaches; limited funding and
Imstituticnal or enforcement capacity;  and pressures from
fisharies bycatch, climate change, and coastal habitat loss. The
PacHic Islands are also among the world's most vilnerable preas
to climate change. Rising ses levels threaten the very habitability
of entire islands, forcing some communities 1o relocate, while
warming sand emperatures and intensifying storms jsopardize
the integrity of nesting beaches, a5 weall as hatchling survival
ard natural sex ratios.

Despite these pressures, some green twurile populations—
particutarly in parts of Polynesia—show stable or increasing
trends following decades of protection. Many  hawieshill
populations remain endangerad, yet commercial harvest has
largaly ceasad, and the species is the focus of maonitoring and

TeCOvVEry Dragrams in many naticns. Olive ridiey populations
also hiave stabilized after lang-term declines, a result of sustained
conservation efforts, Leatherbacks and loggerheads, the most
migratory of the Pacific turtles, continue 1o face major challenges
Lt b ecome catalysts for international cooperation,

The following sections highlight cultural connections,
ongaing research, and conservetion efforts imedving sea urtles
across the Pacific, where a shared narrative emerges: one of
deep cultural continuity, ecological interdepandence, and an
urgeent call for coaperation. Far Pacific peoples, sea turtles are
not merely species 1o be consarved; they are living links between
land and sea, betwaen past and future. They embadyworldviews,
legends, and traditional knowledge that continue 1o guide a
path toward a more resilient future for both turtles and the
communities that honor them,

Pacific Islands Subregions

For the purposes of this article, the Pacific Islands region
enCompasses three subregions—Melanesia, Micronesia, and
FPolynesia—and the wast ccean thal connects them. These
Island groups stretch fram the Republic of Palau (Palau) in the
west, tothe northern remote islands of Hawai'i, to Easter Island
ales known a5 Rapa Mull 1o the east, and o the subtropical
Islands of New Zealand jor Aotearoa, as It is called by the Maari)
to the souwth. These island groups' combined exclusive
SOONOMIC 2ones cover tens of milllans of square kilometers of
acean, an area larger than all tha warld's landmasses combined,
axcluding Asia. =

The Pacific 1slands alsa reflect distinct ecolagical and
conservation contexts: the richly biodiverse coral reefs of
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“For Pacific peoples, sea turtles are not merely species to be conserved;
they are living links between land and sea, between past and future. They
embody worldviews, legends, and traditional knowledge that continue

to guide a path toward a more resilient future for both turtles and the

communities that honor them.”

Melanesia; the small, iow-lying atolis of Micronesia, and the
widely scattered sland chains of Polynesia, These subreglons
gre nob just gecgraphic distinctions but also living cuftural
cpheras with overlapping histories of language, migraticon,
trade, calonialism, and stewardship, Understanding the cultural
and ecological connections between Pacific 1sland peoples
aned soa turtles requires attention to enduring traditions, values
af balance and reciprocily, and deep connections with land
and sea.

This feature does not attempt to represent the full breadih of
cultural diversity across the Pacific Islands. Instead, it highlights
vignattes from each subregion that illustrate the relationships
between Pacific peoples and sea lurtles and the many ways
conservation has long been practiced. Recognizing Indigencus
systems of care and management reveals how Zonnections 1o
place, spirituality, and community continue to drive stewardship
af sea turtles, it alsa demanstrates how integrating thosae values
and treditional knowledge with modern consensation science
offers the most meaningful path forward, one that strengthens
both ecological cutcomes and the cultural foundations that
sustain them.

Melanesia

Siretching from the island of Mew Guinea (o the archipelago o
Fiji, Melanasia encompasses ane of the most biclogically and
culturally diverse regions of the Pacific. It includes the island
nations of Fiji, the Independent State of Papua Mew Guinea, the
Solomon Islands, and Yanuatu, as well as Mew Caledonia
(France), West Papua (Indonesia), and the Torres Strait [slands
iAwsstralial.

FLJI: From Sacred Resource to
Protected Species

Located in the canlral South Pacific Ocean, Fji consists of mong
than 330 islands that are home o indigenous Maukei
communities, wheara tradilional knowledge and cultural values
play a vital rale in sea turile management. Sea turtles {wonw in
Fijian) are deeply embedded in customary practices, kinshio
thes, and spirittual beliafs,

In precolonial Fijl, vonu were regarded a5 sacred, and their
harvest was strictly regulated by chiefs and select members of
the gonedow (fishing dans) whose detailed knowledge of
nesting and foraging areas was incorporated into traditional
fishing calendars, Vonu capture followed strict protocels and
tabaas, and consumption of wanu was reserved fior chiefs during
certain ceremaonias, and, on aocasion, for warrions. For cenurles,
a deep respect for these cultural restrictions and  spiritual

beliefs—combined with restricted access to harvest—served as
an effective saleguard agalnst overexploitation.

When torioiseshell entered Fiji's cash economy inthe 1840z,
the sacrad status af vonu began o erode, and the restrictions
thalt had been In place were gradually replaced by the
unregulated harvest of terioiseshell and turile meat and eggs for
subsistance and commerclal use—practices thatl continued for
aboit & cenfury, In 1941, the [then coksnial) Fliian govemment
introduced the first legal restrictions on vanu harvast under the
Fisheries Act, Between 1987 and 2018, threg separate
maratariums were enacted to prohibit the taking of vone and
their eggs. During thet perad, Mauket could apply Tor special
*wwamption for traditional use” permits issued by the Ministry of
Fisheries, Today, vonu arg fully protected under Regulation & of
the 2044 Offshore Fisheres Management Regulation and the
Endangered and Protected Species Act of 2002,

In some Fijian villages where subsistence and limited local
commerclial use of vonu continues, chiefs remain the highest
authority, and the gonedau only harvest the animals at their
raquesl In other vilages, iTaukei chiefs are embracing the
grotecton of vonu by replacing wvonu harvesting with cattie
harvesting—demaonstrating an adaptation of cultural raditions,

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Where Kinship and
Leatherback Survival Converge

For many coastal communities In Papua Mew Guinaa (PNG), sea
furties (known 1o some communities as kil] are Kin, messengers,
and guardians. Often, kiu are ancestral totems that cannot be
eaten, reflecting an ethic of reciprocity that links faod, culture
and stewardship. Elsewhera, kiu and their eggs are shared at
communal feasts and marriages, for example, hawkshill shells
ara used as omaments and ceramanial ilems, These uses are
governed by social protocols of respect and responsibility,
valuas that continue 10 gulde resource use today.

Dby leatherback turtles are legally protected under PHGs
Fauna [Protection and Controd} Act of 1266, which prohibits their
tracle or possession, This protection is significant because PNG
i5 A nesting stronghold for the Western Pacific leatherbadk
alang the Huon Coast of Morgbe Pravinca, where researchers
have identified beaches of global importance, Conservation
effarts there have bean revialized recenthy through cammunity
patrols, nest protection, and tagging programs. Similar efforts
are now under way on Mew Britain Island, signaling renawad
national commitment and local engagemant In eatherback
recoveary in PMG.

Traditional authoriy and communal values remain at the
heart of coastal life in PNG, and whan combined with modern
science, they charl the best path o sustaining sea wrile
populations and cultural herilage.



SOLOMON ISLANDS: Hawksbill Recovery
Through Comanaged Conservation

The Solomon Islands comprise nearky 1,000 slands in the
southwestern Pacific, from large wolcanic landmasses to tiny
coral atells, Sea turtles hold desp cultural and  spiritual
importance, and they heve long fealured in traditional feasts,
ceremenies, and exchange systems. Historically, customary
autharity played an important rede in shaping harvest practices,
alongside periads of intensive exploftation that contributed to
population declines, Today, Wrthe harvest is still permitted in
mest areas under national law,

Between the Isabel and Choiseul provinces, however, the
Armavan kslands stand apart 85 a protected sanciuany that supports
the largest hawksbill nesting site In the South Pacific. Once
heaviiy explolted, these slands are a rare example of recovery
through  long-term  comanaged  conservation  combining
communidy  leadarship  with  sustained external technical,
institutional, and financial support, and govermment invohement,
Through patrols, nest protection, and manitoring, hatchiing
succass has dramatically increassd and local stewardship has
been slrengthened. In recent years, waomen have taken larger
leadership redes In these elforts, showing how traditional valises
of care and cooperation continue to evalve within modern
conservation frameworks,

Similar lacally driven initiatives acrass the Satoman Islands
have integrated ftraditional  ecological knowledge  with
collabarative menagement approaches to guide sustaineble
harvesls, beach management, and hatchery work for other
SRECIes, Inn:lu-::l-ng leatherbacks.

Micronesia

scallered ower more than B7 million square kilometers
2.5 million sguare miles) of ocean, Micronesia is a constallation
of more than 2,000 small islands and atells that form an intricate
seascape of linked cultures and species. The region inciudes
the Federated Stetes of Micronesia, the Republic of Kiribati, the
Mariana Islands (Guam and the Commamsaalth of the Northern
Martana Islands), the Marshall Islands, Maury, anc Ealau,

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA:
Chiefdom Systems Sustain Sea Turtles

The Federsted States of Micranesia (FSM) 15 8 nation of mare
than 800 islands across four cullurally distinct states—yap,
Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae—each with its own languages,
chiefdom system, and traditional form of governance, In the
F5M, conservation practices and customary law vary widely, ves
they share a common respact for the ocsan and its living
rEsouUrces,

In Yap, Ulithi Atoll supports a large green turtle (wood)
rookery, and the persistence of 1his population can be atributec
o traditional governance that regulates ceremanial harvest and
distribution, Elders determine when wool seasons open and
Close, and each turtle browght ashore is approved by a chief and
then shared according to clan lineage and long-standing ritual_
Harvesting wool without permission remains among the gravest
of offensas, with antire islands being barred fram using the
acean until offerings (hebel wuboth) are.made to the highest

Emocesd Thme Catches g henascsbill lurile bo tag and ralease on Kawewa land, Vamua Leva, B, Sea turlles [vonw in Fiian are desply smbeddad in Customary practioes,
kirship lles, and spirfise beliets in Fi, © Juenjen Freund



chief, Bebel wuboth can include high-value local goods, such as
hand-woven lavalavas and mats of hawksbill turtle (hoochoaoh]
shefls, These strict cultural controls continue to safeguard woal
populations. And In recent decades, community-led moniioring,
which has induded the tagging of nesting females and the use
of satellite tracking, has supported those safeguards and
demonsirated how traditional and scientific. measures can
reinfarce one anather.

Sea turtles are deeply interwaven with community dentity,
secial structure, and spirituality in the FSM, In Chuuk, certain
parts of the turtle are offerad to the chief who awns the land or
reef whera the turtle was caplured, demonstrating how sea
turtles are a symbod of respect toward peaple in power, Similarly,
in Pohnpet, turtle meat s offerad 10 the highest-ranking chiefs,
the Nahnmwarki, wha also have the right o confiscate a turtle
and its eggs from fishers wha do nol provide an offering. Farther
east in Kosrae, ses twrtles (ngoel are linked [0 Mosunsap, a
powerful celestial guardian connected to the sea and the
balance bDetween humans and nature. Ngoe harvesiing is
profibited i Mosunsap’s sacred taboo ares [kuoio], thereby
allowing populations 0 recowver. These Micronesian customs
sefloct & shared ethic of restraint, reciprocity, and reverance
towrard mature thet continues acress the FEM today,

THE MARIANA ISLANDS: Reviving Culture
After Centuries of Colonization

The Mariana Islands includea the LS. territories of Guam and the
Commonwealth of the Morthern Mariara islands [ZHMI), wtaling
15 islands. The Indigenaus peoples of the Marianas ere known
a5 CHamoru (in Guam] and Chamarrodin the CHMIL Green turiles
are referred to as hoggon Betde, and hawkshills are refarred 1o
as haggan kol

The CHamoru and Chamoma peoples raditionally used sea
turtles in deeply symbolic and practical ways, Turtle shells were
crafted into valued ormaments, known as dlas, thal played a role
Im maintaining rediprocity and building social relationships. One
highly esteemed type of 8las was guinghon fomagu 'on (children's
wedith), a mecklace made of wrtle shell discs that was given to
an individual wha saved a child's life, Turtle shells represented
gratitude and generosity, they were tokens of peace during
conflict, and they were status symbals among high-ranking
women. Turtle meat was resemved for celebratory feasts, and
harvested animals were used entirely, reflecting a cultural ethic
of respect and balance wilh nature.

Thosa traditions were prafoundly fransformad by centuries
of colonization of Guam and the CHMI by Spain, the United
States, Japam, and Germany, followed by LS. militarization In
DN territories. Thase forces reshaped land use, language, and
community structure, which resulted in an erosion of traditional
praclices tied to twriles and the occean. Concurrently, these
shifts made the Marianas an area of interest far intensive
in-watar sea turtle research—and that research has provided
valuable insighls into turtle foraging, health, and lang-distance
migrations.

Today, the expanding understanding of Mariana sea wrlles
mirrors a growing CHameru and Chamorma cultural renalssance
that is rekindling traditicnal language, navigational skills, healing
pracioes, and ocean stewardship. This revival is reconnecting
people to ancestral knowledge and reaffirming the bond
Detwaen cullure and consaryation.

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS: Stewardship
of Nesting Grounds Influenced by Legend
and Ritual

The Marshall Islands consisls of 29 atolls and five islands running
narthwest 1o sautheasi in two roughly parallel chains named
Aot and Rolok, which translate to "sunset” and “sunriss”
respeciivehy,

Sea wrties are an important cultural resource ta the
Marshallese, as depicted in two legends. In one legend, Lijebake
ithe Great Mother Turtle} rescues her grancddaughter from
mistreatment in Kiribati and brings her to Jema Island for refuge,
which esplains why turtles prefer to nest on Jemo Island, In
another legend, the two sons of Lijebake visil her in Bikar (@
favared nesting ground for turtles). She gives her obedsent,
appreciative son the higher-quality, upper portion of her shell to
wear, thereby bestowing magical powers on him, and she gives
her dizobedient son the lower-guality, Lail portion of the shell,
Thiz legend explains why the Marshallese vailue the neck plate
of the carapace ower the tail plata.

Lintil the rmid-20th century, chiefs designalad several islands
and atals as sea turtle reserves under the customary ma ftaban
arga) system, Strict rtuals were reguired Lo lake turtles from &
protected area. Before gathering eggs and turtles, an jroj (chial)
wiould conduct an opening ceremony that included chants,
sacred offerings, and rifuals, Then the ol and senior people
would lead the gathering of turtles and eggs In an organized
rmanner: the iroi] was the first to step on the island, followed by
the other participants. all walking in strict sllence in a single file
53 that onky one set of foptprints appeared.on the sand.

PALAU: A Legacy of Tradition and
Ocean Conservation

Falau [zlso known as Belau) iz an island nation composed of
mre than 300 Elands that are part of the westernmast Carclineg
Islamds group, adiacent to the FSMin the east In Palau, meinb
igreen turtle) meat and eggs are a traditional and customary
source of food, Historically, green wrle meat was reserved far
chiefs or people of high stalus, In modem Palauan society, the
anly ceremany lorwhich turtle meat is required isthe confirmation
of a naw Ibedul, which is the paramount chiefl title for the State of
Koror, During the ceremony, the new Ibedul must wash his hards
in turtle blood in the village of Ngerchemai before traveling to
the southemn island of Palaliu to receive his title,

Mgosech (hawikshill turtle) shells are used for jewelry,
accessories, and faluk money plates) Toluk are highly valued In
Patauan culture, and their exchange strengthens ties between
families and clans, Toluk are traditionally traded between families
during life evants such as births, marriages, and funerals, Thay
are also exchanged between women &5 a form of compensation
for varibus services, Because toluk have been in constant
circulation  within  communities, they hold much  histonical
significance, However, In recent interviews with Palauan wamen,
some have shared that crafting new toluk s no longer necessany,
both because hawksbills are geclining in number and new toluk
ara less valuabla than older pleceas,

Falau's reefs and beaches: support one of the most
significant remaining ngasech nesting populations in Micronesia.
Cngolng manitoring hes documented regular nesting activity
and gradual signs of recovery following historic overharvest.



Melob alse nest and forage extensively in Palauan waters. The
melab population is protected by long-standing hunting closures
thal coincide with peak nesting periods {from May to August and
December to January). Taking eggs or nesting females is
prohibited, and captured furtles moust meet minimum sizo
requirements, Mgasech remain under year-round protection
because of their still-vulnerable population,

Polynesia

Crocupying 8 vast triangle—from Hawal'l (LLEA) In the pmorth to
Easter Island [Chile] in the southeast to Mew Fealand in the
southweast—Polynasia covers the largesl area of any Pacific
subregion, Within this immense ocean expanse e American
Samoa; the Cook Islands; French Polynesia; Miue; Morfolk Island;
the Pitcairm, Henderson, Ducie, and Qena lslands (United
Kingdom]; Rotuma (Fiji); the Independant State of Samaa; Tokelau
(Mew Zealand); the Kingdom aof Tonga; Tuvalu; and the Territory
of the Wallis and Futuna lslands [France),

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS: Successful
Recovery of the Green Turtle

In e Cantral Pacific, the geographically isclated Hawallan
archipelago consists of eight main volcanic islands and several
atolls and Islets. To some Kdnoka Mool (Mative Hawaiian)
familias, tha fionu {green turtle] and the honuleo ar oo (hawlshill
turtle) are revered as [leumdkueo—spiritual guardians linking
people and the sea. An example of sea turlles being regarded
&5 A protective force is found inthe mollolelo itraditional story) of
Kauila, which speaks of & turtle that could shift into the form of a
qirl and wsa her magic ta pratect children. Families that did nict
hold turtles as their ‘aumdkua would accasionally harvest the
animals for the meat, blood, and shell, which were used
medlicinally and in the creation of implements such as fishhaoks.
Some kdpuno (elders) note that the symbolic link betwesn the
hznu and the fonua [the world) s lustrated by the turtie’s shell
because i carrias the map of the islands, which mirrors the
journeys of Polyneslan voyagars who, like turtles. travel great
clistances bul always find their way home,

In old Hawal'l, all natural rescurces were protected and
managed by the kopu system, which regulsted harvests and
reinforced reciprocal respect for maring life. The kapu system
enforced temporary restrictions {e.g., by region ar time of year)
on the harvest of specific resources that wer infarmead by the
cultural practice of kilo (observation over time). In this way, the
management of resources, such as wrthes, was often informed
by the people who spent the most time interacting with those
TESOLTCES,

Following the commercialization of turtle harvesting from the
late T9th canfury 1o the middie of the 20th century, populaticns of
Hawal'is sea furles declined sharphy, However, since the
intreduction of pratection measures in the late 1970s, the green
turtle has made a remarkable recovery and now numbers in the
thousands. In contrast, the honu'ea remains far rares, though
monitoring suggests slow, Incremental increases in nesting
activity. Most honu {green turtles) nest on tha remate, law-heing
aiolls of Laky the French Frigate Shoals) in the nocthwestenn
Hawaiian tslands, where they face Increasing threats from rising

5ea5 and Ccoastal erasion. The impacts of climate change on this
population remalkn uncertain, prompting both concem and cauticn
85 discussions continue on whether imited harvesting by
Indigenaus pesphes could one day be reintroduced on the islands.

In the past, much of Hawai'i's traditional ecological
knowledge was suppressed through colonization and Western
irffuence, but in recent decades, Kanaka Macll and allies have
worked 1o restore ancestral practices of care for the land and
sed. Today, turtles in Hawai'l embady bath cuttural continuity
and eeological renawal. The resillienca of the hone and the
gradual reemargence of the honu'ea reflect & broader
recagnition of how ancestral practices of chservation ard
restraint atign with modern conservation

AMERICAN SAMOA AND THE
INDEPENDENT STATE OF SAMOA:

Shared Cultures

Situated in the mid-South Pacific, the Samoan archipelago
consists of the LLS. territory of American Samoa 1o the east and
Zamaoa to the west American Samoa includes five inhabited
wolcanic islands—Tutuila, Aunu'u, Ofu, Olosega, and Ta'i—
alongside twa uninhabited coral atolls called Swains Atoll and
Rose Atoll. Samoa is primarily made up of two large inhabited
vakcanic istands—Upoly and Savali—and sevaral smaller |slets,

Amercan Samos and Samea shane a deeply rocted culiural
heritage known as Fo'e-5omoo (the Samoan Way), and customs
and cultural practices continue to guide community life and
mademn conservation. Historically, the loumei (sea lurthe) use
Wwas governed by customary protocols that ensured sustainable
and respectful practices. The mofal {chief] system and fono
villzge councily determined when and how laumel could be
takar, how laumei parts were o be shared, and the meat that
was to be reserved for ceremonial occasions, Today, these
community-based mechanisms embody a leng-standing ethic of
respect anc restraint toward marine life and llustrate the
enduring relationship  betwean cultural govermance  and
conservation. Whila traditional norms once limited urtle harvast
to chiefly contexts, modern conservation Bws In both Samoa
arsd American Samoa now pronibil most forms of harvest and
trade, reflecting a continuation of traditional values of reverence
within contemparary conservation frameworks.

Loumei are alzo known as 'o 53 {sacred fizsh} and symbaolize
wisdom, protection, end connection to the sea; they appear in
petroglyphs, material arts je.g., ornaments and combs), and
myths. One legend tells of the shark and the lurtke that connect
Samoa and American Samoa. Inthatlegend, an ald, Blind woman
and her daughter suffered thraugh famine while living in Samoa.
Unable to find food, they bath jumped off a cliff into the ooean
belaw, and their bodies transformed—one into a turtle and the
other into & shark, Thay swam toward American Samoa, &nd en
their arrival, they retumed o their human forms and found food,
thanks to a chief's hospitality. The woman and her daughter
ware o appreclative that they promized to live just bevvond the
cliffs and ta return when they were called by a song that they had
gifted to the wvillagars. Wher a villager sings this song at the
legendary site, it is believed that a turtle and a shark will appear,
Myths such as these demonsirate the profound traditional
ecological knowledge and aral stories that unite Samoan
peapias and laumei,



A, fegther back wwrba fittad with a satedlibe Transmitted ererges under a ful macn 1o nest aon Haewa Besch, lsabel sland, Solomon Elands, Wesism Bacific lzathorhacks,

which are criticady endangered, nest grimariy In Indonesia, Papua Maw Guines, and the Solomon Islands

NEW ZEALAND: Where Leatherbacks
Feed and Marine Connections Endure

Mew Zealand {or Aotearoa) Fes at the southwestern edge of the
Polyrnesian Triangle, whese warm trapical currents meet cooler
temparate seas. Although honw (sea turtles) do not nest 1here,
the surrounding waters are important seasonal faraging grounds
for several species, including leatherbacks, greens, loggerheads,
hawlkshllis, and clive ridleys, all of which are protectad under the
Wildlife Act of 1953, For the Maori, the Indigenous people of
Mew Zealand, honu are part of a broader relationship they have
with the coean, Honu are seen as voyagers that traverse great
gistanoes, and they embody endurance, navigational prowess,
and the connaclion between people and the sea. In fe oo Mdon
fthe Maor worldview], sea Wirles symbolize the deep
inferdependence batween all living things and the acean,

Leatnerback turttes are the most frequent visitors to Mew
Zeatand’s waters, and the region that extends from Marthland to
the Kemmadec Islands i home to some aof the highest
cancentrations of foraging leatherbacks in the western Pacific,
Most leatherbacks originate from the westem Pacific nesting
population, though leatherbacks from the eastern Pacific can
alse e found feeding on the abundant jellvfish population in the
highly productive waters of the region.

This same ocean productivity draws fisheries, especially
lomgline cperations in he north during the warmer months when
leatherbacks are most abundent, resulting in bycatch rates that
can eMcesd imernational recommendations, Efforts are wnder

Aleeander B, Gaos

way o better document bycaich and o assess options for
reducing Impacts.

The Pacific Islands region represents a vast and culturally rich
expanse where sea turtles are mone than just marine species—
they are saCred beings, cultural touchstones, and symbols al
social and ecolegical balance. Indigenous cammunities in the
reqicn have long upheld systems of stewardship rooled in
reciprocity, respect, and deep ecological knowledge; those
sysiems are nol relics but active practices that continue o guide
cansarvatlon today, The stramg cultural ties betweaen sea turthes
and Padific Islanders will drive the recovery and persistence of
turtle popalaticns in this region now and in the future

The cubtural practices and success stories shared In this
feature highlight the importance of recognizing and supparting
Indigenous |leadership in consenvation as central to effective
enviranmeanital governance, &z globalefforts o protect biodiversity
increase, the peopke of tha Pacific islands offer Invaluahle lessansg
on how cultural heritage and ecological stewardship can be
seamiessly interwonven, By hanoring and amplifving Indigenous
wiEces and fraditions, we not only safeguard species such a5 sea
turties LUt also uphald the coftural integrity and resilience of
Pacific Island communities, Conservation is nat salely a sclentific
encedvar=il s also a cultural commitment, a spinitusal duty, and 2
communal act of care that spans generations and oceans,



Maps: Sea Turtle Biogeography
in the Pacific Islands

ne maps on pp. £7/-29 display available nesting and satellite telemetry data: for sea turtles

in the: Pacific Islands. The data include 792 nesling sites and 512 satellite tags representing

greens, hawlkshills, leatherbacks, olive ndieys, and loggerheads. Data were compiled

through a literature review and provided directly to SWOT by hundreds of data contributors.

For metadata and information about data sources, see the data citations on pp. 50-53 or visit
www, SealurtleStatus.org/mapsipacific-islands-sea-turlles

Ve are grateful to all of the data contributors and projects that participated in this effort. Foi

details. please see the complste data citations on pp. 52-53.

Nesting Biogeography

Satellite Telemetry

Scan the QR code below 1o access interactive digital versions of the maps cnling
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