
Home > News from Tahiti and its islands

Subscribe to the newsletter

Votre email  

 

Post

"60 years of nuclear heritage"

Share Save

Recherche  

Advanced search

HOME POLYNESIA FRANCE / WORLD MAGAZINE PRACTICAL INFORMATION

SERVICES ARCHIVES

https://www.tahiti-infos.com/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/Actualite-de-Tahiti-et-ses-iles_r14.html
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248431/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248431/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/243759/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/243759/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/243758/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/243758/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahiti-Infos/106755709417113
https://twitter.com//tahiti_infos
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/xml/syndication.rss
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248485/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248485/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248429/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248429/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248500/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248500/
https://x.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tahiti-infos.com%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&text=%E2%80%9C60%20ans%20d%E2%80%99h%C3%A9ritage%20nucl%C3%A9aire%E2%80%9D%20%20&url=http%3A%2F%2Fxfru.it%2F66qp6y
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?guid=CeLHVNYrXhRb-2&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tahiti-infos.com%2F60-ans-d-heritage-nucleaire_a238668.html&media=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tahiti-infos.com%2Fphoto%2Fart%2Flarge%2F97243858-67744547.jpg%3Fv%3D1783311259&description=%E2%80%9C60%2Bans%2Bd%E2%80%99h%C3%A9ritage%2Bnucl%C3%A9aire%E2%80%9D%2B%2B
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/search/?avance=1
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248495/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/ads/248495/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/


T ahiti, July 5, 2026 - On the
occasion of the 60th anniversary of the
first nuclear test in Polynesia,
scientists, researchers and activists
presented their analyses on the health,
environmental, social and political
consequences of the nuclear fact. All
recalled that his legacy goes far beyond
the sole issue of cancer.

The commemoration of the 60th anniversary
of the first nuclear test in Polynesia,

organized by the Delegation for the Monitoring of the Consequences of Nuclear Tests (DSCEN),
took place on Friday. Three round tables were planned for the morning: "The nuclear fact: a
committed youth", "Tureia: past, present and future for the inhabited atoll closest to the nuclear
test sites" and "The health and environmental consequences linked to nuclear tests".

"Very intense fallout, different from those found in nature"

The delegate for the monitoring of nuclear consequences, Titaua Peu, immediately lifted the veil
on what we have been hearing for several years: "Are we more likely to be impacted by ionizing
radiation when we take a plane than by nuclear tests? And do we have more to worry about
than the fallout from atmospheric testing?"

The scientific advisor to the Commission for Independent Research and Information on
Radioactivity (Criirad) Bruno Chareyron explains that we are constantly subject to natural
radioactivity such as that of uranium and thorium present in the soil.

There is also ionizing radiation present in the cosmos. "This exposure increases (...) the higher
we go, the less we are protected from the radiation that comes from the cosmos (...). So, it is
true that people who travel regularly, and in particular flight crews, are exposed to radiation in
a significant way."

This scientist adds, however, that this "does not take away from the fact that the inhabitants of
Polynesia, at the time of the fallout from the atmospheric nuclear tests, suffered much greater
doses, obviously, than taking a plane trip from Papeete to Paris".

Bruno Chareyron reminds us that all these forms of radioactivity increase health risks. He also
points out that during the atmospheric launches, "there was very intense fallout. For example,
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at a certain time in Tureia, in Mangareva, children were exposed both to radiation from the
outside – everything that floated in the air – but also by ingestion of radioactive substances, by
inhalation of radioactive substances, which are completely different from those found in nature,
for example, caesium-137 or plutonium-239."

"Cancer registry: our job is to publish them, to share them"

The director of the Cancer Institute (ICPF) Teanini Tematahotoa reminds us that the institute
has a role to play in monitoring the consequences of trials: "We are in charge of the cancer
registry (...) Our job is not to keep them secret, to be able to publish them, to share them. We
also have rigorous scientific work: that of looking for all cases of cancer." She added that the
ICPF is "in contact with the Civen (Committee for the Compensation of Victims of Nuclear Tests,
Editor's note) (...) and that we can transmit the data to Civen."

Taote Teanini Tematahotoa recalls that "the register has existed since 1985, but the previous
data are non-existent and those collected before 2015 are not exhaustive (...). Some cancers
have never been recorded, especially when patients have not integrated a care pathway or have
been treated outside Polynesia."

She adds that since 2015, "important" work has been carried out so that the files are
"completed" to improve "the quality of the registry, especially for blood cancers treated in
France".

Every year, there are about 1,000 new cases of cancer. "An expected increase," says Teanini
Tematahotoa in view of the aging population and our lifestyle. They "represent about 40% of
cancers".

However, it specifies that it is "impossible, with current data, to determine precisely the share
of radiation-induced cancers" because information relating to "professions or past exposures is
often absent from medical records".

To improve this knowledge, the ICPF intends to deepen epidemiological research by cross-
referencing the cancer registry with other databases, in particular that of the Medical
Monitoring Center (CMS), in order to better identify and document the populations exposed "to
also be able to provide specific figures in relation to this population".

“On ne peut pas travailler sur l'environnement sans travailler sur le nucléaire”

De son côté, Vehia Wheeler, docteure en Études océaniennes et activiste au sein du Pacifique,
regrette d’avoir appris l’histoire du mouvement “Nuclear Free Independent Pacific” à l’université
de Hawaii.
 
Elle a travaillé sur le changement climatique et en a déduit que l’ “on ne peut pas travailler sur
l'environnement sans travailler sur le nucléaire (…). Et puis j’ai appris qu’ici il y a d’autres
histoires qui sont cachées comme le nucléaire et les impacts du nucléaire”.
 
Vehia Wheeler travaille avec l’association Mururoa e tatou depuis sept ans. En mars dernier, elle
est allée aux îles Marshall pour la commémoration de Castle Bravo, le premier tir nucléaire le
plus puissant effectué par les États-Unis sur l’atoll de Bikini en 1954.
 
Selon elle, il y a “beaucoup de décalages” entre les îles Marshall et la Polynésie. “Chez eux,
c'est reconnu en tant que crise existentielle pour leur peuple par le gouvernement. La deuxième
crise existentielle, c'est le changement climatique. Et le gouvernement travaille sur ses deux
crises en même temps.”

“Si le pays est dans la situation politique dans laquelle il est, c'est à cause de cette
politique de colonialisme nucléaire”
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Anaïs Maurer, maîtresse de conférence à Rutgers University (États-Unis), pointe du doigt le fait
que la liste des maladies radio-induites soit limitée à 23 maladies. “C'est totalement arbitraire.
Dans d'autres pays, c'est beaucoup plus”, dit-elle.
 
Elle explique que “les femmes ne sont pas égales aux hommes face aux rayons ionisants” et
sont cinq fois plus susceptibles de développer un cancer à exposition égale. “Cela devrait être
dans tous les manuels scolaires. Les femmes de ce pays ont les taux de cancer de la thyroïde
les plus élevés du monde avec les îles Marshall.”
 
Les fausses couches ou les cas d’enfants mort-nés ne sont pas non plus reconnus comme
maladies radio-induites, dénonce également la jeune la femme, alors que la science le
reconnaît.
 
Anaïs Maurer met en avant “le poids psychologique de vivre dans un environnement contaminé,
d'être inquiet de savoir ce qu'on va donner à manger à ses enfants, d'être inquiet d'avoir des
enfants, d'être inquiet pour ses parents mais pas non plus reconnu comme une maladie, comme
une conséquence radio-induite”. Pour elle, “si le pays est dans la situation politique dans
laquelle il est, c'est à cause de cette politique de colonialisme nucléaire”.
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