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T ahiti, July 9, 2026 - An exceptional
egg-laying season in Tetiaroa: more
than 54,000 baby turtles were born this
year. Record figures for the Te mana o
te moana association, which has been
monitoring sea turtles on the atoll for
19 years now.

As every year, from October to April, the
observation teams of the Te mana o te
moana association scrutinize the arrival of
turtles, the emblematic species of Fenua, in

order to collect essential scientific data. If the evolution of the populations varies from one
season to the next, that of 2025-2026 will remain in the annals.

In total, the teams recorded 1,564 female tracks on the sand, 567 confirmed nests and an
estimated 54,264 baby turtles emerged, with a success rate of 88.8%. On average, each nest
contained 90 eggs.

These results far exceed the previous record set in 2024, with nearly 35,000 emergences. By
way of comparison, last season counted 430 female tracks, 161 confirmed nests and 15,614
estimated emergences, with an average of 80 eggs per nest.

The scientists also identified 64 different females, 12 of which had already come to lay eggs in
Tetiaroa in previous seasons.

"This year, we observed the first green turtle that came back to lay eggs for the fourth time in
Tetiaroa since the beginning of our monitoring. It is a strong signal of the quality of the egg-
laying site and the effectiveness of the conservation actions carried out over the long term,"
says Emma Cunault, communication coordinator of Te mana o te moana. The reappearance of
these females is particularly encouraging for the association. "These 64 females that we have
identified are all different. Twelve of them had already come to lay eggs in the past in Tetiaroa.
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This means that they have survived in the Pacific and that they are coming back to reproduce
here," she then elaborates.

​17 bénévoles actifs

 
Au cours de cette saison, les équipes ont également pris en charge 26 bébés tortues affaiblis ou
blessés. Malgré les soins prodigués au centre de soins de Tahiti, seules huit d'entre elles ont
pour l'instant survécu et poursuivent leur réhabilitation, avec l'espoir d'un retour à l'océan dans
les prochains mois.
 
Au total, 639 prospections de jour et de nuit ont été réalisées. Ces résultats sont le fruit du
travail quotidien des salariés, des 17 bénévoles qui se sont relayés sur le terrain et des
nombreux partenaires de l'association.
 
Ce programme de recherche est autorisé et en partie financé par la Direction de
l'environnement (Diren), avec le soutien de longue date de l'hôtel The Brando et de la Tetiaroa
Society.
 
Depuis plus de vingt ans, l'association Te mana o te moana œuvre pour la protection et la
préservation des tortues marines en Polynésie française.
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