O AMU INTELLI=ENOR

Lucky Bunnies

Founder Lovwad Diaz cradies a mambar of the fiuffls ot Bevter Bunmy in Kakalu'u, the anly rabbit
FeRs e organization on O'aku.

o't ask Lawaid Diaz 1o choose a
favorite. Exch ome is an individuoal,
savs the 1S-vear-old founder, board chailr
andl execoiive director of Betber Bunny,
Orphu’s only rabbit rescuo,
Siedla the lionhesd {the breed hasa
*manc’} i inpelligent and " focd meotivaied.”
T'he: liomhead male, Theodore, is reserved,
Wilbue, 11, a mixed beeed, 1o sweet with a
grouchy streak. Karamel is a shy Holland
lop who warms up with patience. Ripple,
a Flemish giand, is the most extroverted
of Lawals five-bunny fhaffle.
That rabhits have distinct
peraoaalities is a litbe-known fact.
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Ancther surprise? Bunnies are a lot

of work. And they aren’t always as
anuggly as the adorable stuffed animals
they resemble, “Sometimes they don't
really ever want fo be hebd, evan if you
get super close w them.” Lawai saye
"'|."."|E_'.- e prey animals, and it reminds
them of bedng careled off by predatoes.”

Lawai learned all this when she

adopted Cottontail. She was 11 at

the tme and laarmed that Cotlontail
necded ampde indoor spece, a specific
et and newtering if thers were (o be
playdates. The more she went dosn

the rabibit hiole, the more determined
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Lawai became to aducate others. She
discovered a YouTuber who rescued
atray and neghested bunmies. Shortly
after, Lawai spotted a fluffle of sirays
mear her Kane'she home She announced
her intent to reecus them in a Facebaook
group of Iocal rabbit owmers gnd, as
quickly as rabbats breed (oaly about
thirty-one days of pestation}, word spread.

Thus was Befier Binmy born. Laaai,
wihcr warks thirty hours a week at the
Haiku Veterinary Chnsc inaddition
to atteneting high school st Hawai'
Technolagy Academy, estimades it took her
at least two hundred hours o get Beiver
Buny hopping. Mow, & team of abouot
twenty voluntesrs—mostly adulis—worka
with Lawal. Ahoul five of them help
catrh sireys; others foster surrendesed
and abandoned bunnies and assist
with adoptions, which includes vetting
prospective adoptive families. Bunniss
atay i foster care as bong & it takes o e
rehdrmed. Better Bunmy has placed fifty
bunnies since its incepdion

Lawai hopes that if prospectine
owmers have realistic cxpectations, they'll
e Jems likely to surrender or rRhandon
their higher-than-expecied-mainanano:
peis. Leaving these fragile, domesticated
andmals to fend for themsaelves iz aflen
a cleath sentence. And, asa nonnative
apocies, they can damage Hawal't's
acensteEm. Stray rabhits are a problem
on Fahu, Lawal aays, and she hopes
her organization's afforts will prevent it
from getting woise. Money raised from
Better Bunny donations and comomunity
activities, such as bunoy voga, pays for
spaving, newtering and vet cane,

Lawal hopes to furn her passion
inta a career in veterinary medicine,
[n the meantime, she's Anishing high
school and bonding with her bunny
biraed. Tt's weldl warth it, she says:
There's something special about having
a prey animal trisst pou, Wihen you get
b that point, it's just a very special bond
bicause it's jsst you and them”
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