Taipei and Beijing havelong spied on each other, but now a new Taiwanese website encourages

Chinese nationals toreport intelligence tips through a secure charinel. REUTERS
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Taiwan's government launched a website on
June 14 to encourage Chinese nationals to
reportintelligence tips, saying it was offering
asecure channel to what it says is an increas-
ing number of people who are fed up with
the system and want change.

Taiwan and China, which views the demo-
cratically governed island as its own territory,
have long spied on each other, and Taiwan in
particular has reported an increased number
of Chinese espionage cases.

Taiwan’s National Security Bureau said
on its website that in recent years, China’s
economy has faced growing difficulties,
while political control has remained “tight.”

“Coupled with a growing range of social
and livelihood-related problems, these con-
ditions have fueled public discontent,” said
a statement in Chinese and English. “As a

- result, an increasing number of individu-
als have approached relevant agencies in
Taiwan, wishing to provide various types of
information.”

China’s Taiwan Affairs Office did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment.

The website opens to a one-minute pro-
motional video that the bureau said was Al-
generated, showing a Chinese civil servant
witnessing colleagues being investigated and
removed from their posts.

“Ah, yet another person has been taken
away,” the unnamed civil servant says
in a northern Chinese accent, with sub-
titles in the simplified characters used in
China.

“The old comrades are inexplicably van-
ishing one by one,” the narrator says.

The video ends with the official buying a
mobile phone and typing on it, saying: “Now
is the time to change.”

The website is blocked in China, though
many Chinese use VPNs to access other
blocked sites like Western social media and
search engines.

The bureau called on Chinese nationals at
home or abroad to “actively provide infor-
mation and make changes with courage.”

It said the new tactic was following the
lead of agencies in such countries as the U.S.,,
Britain and Israel.

The channel enables Chinese nationals

to provide intelligence-related information |

to “expand the bureau’s diverse intelligence
sources,” it said.
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