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Three minors arrested after turtle
theft at InterContinental
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I ahiti, April 1, 2026 — During a press briefing held on Wednesday, the public
prosecutor, Soléne Belaouar, said that three minors had been arrested following the
theft of a turtle in the clinic of the InterContinental hotel in Faa'a. The suspects said

they released the animal into the sea.

The public prosecutor, Solene Belaouar, held a press conference on Wednesday morning at the
Papeete courthouse to report on the ongoing cases. The representative of the Public
Prosecutor's Office mentioned in particular the theft of a turtle that was a resident of the
sanctuary of the InterContinental Hotel in Faa'a.

According to Solene Belaouar, the case has been "elucidated". Following a complaint filed by the
manager on February 19, 2026 and thanks to the use of video surveillance of the premises, it
appeared that "several individuals", minors, entered the hotel in an "illegal" manner before
going to a pontoon and then to the lagoonarium. They then took the turtle which had been a
resident of the hotel for six years. Heard by the investigators, the teenagers said that they had
"released" the turtle into the sea.
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