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The King Goes to
Washington

Who was the guest
of honor at the first-
ever White House
dinner? The king
of Hawai'i.

hite House staff was

abuzz: President Ulysses

5. Grant had announced a formal
dinner—hosted by himsalf and First
Lady Julia—honoring a visiting head of
state. The hlack-tie gala was the first
of what would become a tradition that
endures to this day, with King George
W1, Emperor Haile Selassie and Queen
Elizabeth Il among past honorecs.
And the inaugural guest of honor?
The Queen of Spain? The Emperor of
Japan? Moo The honores of the firss
ever White House state dinner was
King Dravid La’amea Kalakaua, ruling
spverelgn of the Hawaiian [slands.

The Kanaka 'Ofwi [ Native
Hawaiian} momarch was in the
United States to conclude a treaty
of commercial reciprocity between
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PEFARTMENT THE KING @0ES TO WASHINOTOR

Kirng David Kaldkaua [ssen an page 82) sat for a formal White House photograph during hie
visit to Washington, BC, in 1874 Prosident Ulysses 8. Grant {ssen sbove)] honored the king—
the first foreign head of state vo visit the United States—with the first White House dinmnar.

Hawai'i and the United States. The
proposal remroved tarills on Hawaiian
sugar entering the United States, which
wiruld greatly enrich lsland procducers
andd, in turn, the Hawailan government,
which collected taxes from them. For
iLs part, the United States coveted
Hawai'i's deepwater harbor at Puulea
(Pearl River Basin) on OFahu as a
potential US Naval base. Negotiations
had begun the previous year, and both
nations’ leaders felt that a personal
appearance from Hawai'i's king before
LCongress might seal the deal.

Hié

Ma'9 (king) Kaldkaua left Honolwlu
Harbor on Movember 17, 1874, aboard
the USS Bepiviz, Upon arriving in
San Francisco on December 13, the
fourteen-gun LIS Mavy ship and its
royal pessengers were aflforded a grand
weleome, A local newspaper reporied,

“The thunder of a tweniy-one-gun salue
froan the fort sent thousands of pcr_.piu
hurrying thedr way to the docks to caich
a glimpse of the King,” Upon reaching
the shore, the Presidio Military Band
serenaded Kalikaoa with his own
recent composition, “Hawai't PonoT®

the Hawaiian national anthem. The
landing marked another first atiributed
i the Hawaiian king; never before
had any ruling monarch stepped food
on UE soil, Nineteenth-century ocean
crossings were dangerous—as was
leaving your throne in someone else's
hands for an extended period,
Ealikouoa, hmeever, and the nation
he represented, were characterized
by an outsize boldness. In 1843, the
diminutive group of Pacific islands with
fweer than eighty thousand [nhabitants
became the first non-Western nation
in the world to achieve international
recognition as a coaqual sovereign
state, The November 28 Anglo-French
Declaration afforded the Hoaaiian
Kingdom membership in the influential
“family of nations." The progressive
constitutional monarchy had a female
justice, Kekiuluohi on its 1840
Supreme Court—a feat not matched by
the United States until 1981 with the
appintment of Sandra Day O Connor.
The kingdom's 1852 Kumukanawai
{comstitution} banned slavery and
offered universal manhood suffrage, A
decade before the US Civil War, a man
from any part of the globe, of any color,
could immigrate to Hawai'l, become a
citizen, own property and vobe, By the
18705, the Hawaiian Kingdom could
boast of bedng one of the most literats
nations in the world, Honolulu hosted
8 growing International business
community in which more than 150
different curremncies were exchanged
and the kingdom's foreign office had
cuccuted political and commerzial
treilies with Grreat Britain, the Undted
States, ltaly, Spain, France, Denmark,
Belgium, Sweden and others,
Kalakaua came o power in
1874, the seventh monarch of the
Hewalian Kingdom, determined 1o
capitalize on the opportunities these
international connections offered,
The 3%year-obd monarch possessed
A seeming obasssion with learning
abrisl new technologies and tools that
might benefit his kingdom while also
grounding Hawai'i's modernism in
the anclent traditions of his people—
Kalakaua was shaping a distinctively
Hawailian cosmopolilanism. He
travebed extensively including an
1581, 2B3-day circumnavigaiion of the
globe—yet ancther first for & head of



DEFARTMEST. THE KING GOLS TO WASHINGTOMN

Prasident Grant recoeives King Kollkous end his sntoursge in the White House's Blue Room. The menarch achbeved another historie flree an his
trip, boooming the first foraign hesd of state to attend a joint session of the US Oangress.

the aftermath of a civil war that had
taken more than edx hundred thowsand
Hves in a struggle over whether or not
to allow the enslavement of men who
looked like the Mative monarch, While
the issue of alavery had bean settled,
not &0 the hearts and minds of many
Americans, Federal troops occupded
Southern cities as the enforcement of
antislavery laws and the extension of
civil rights to freed slaves was proving
challenging. A group of Confederate
visterans had founded the Ku Klux
Klan in 1863, and in the spring of
1874, just months prior to Kaldkeua's
arrival, an even more volatile group
was established, the White League.
The Louisiana-based paramilitary
faction called for the “extermination”
of politicians of either pariy who
opposed white supremacy. In August
1874, the group had murdered Julia
Hayden, a 17year-old African American
schoolteacher who had begun her

Job teaching freed slaves only days

8a

earlier. In an article titled, “Louisiana
and the Rube of Terror,” Harper'’s
Weekly reported that “Her murderers
escaped” without punishment and
warned its national audicnce, "This
fearful association extends through
every Southern State,” That October, an
estimated five thousand armed White
Leaguers launched a Bloody attack

on MNew Orleans's integrated paolice
force and state militis, barricading

the strects of the French Cuarter and
occupying the state capitol. The “Batile
of Liberty Place” continued for three
days and beft thirty-five dead. The
capitol building was retaken and the
barricaded sireets cleared but there
were no arrests and the White League's
leadership was intact.

Now, on December 9, three days
prior o the dark-skinned Kaldkaua's
arrival in Washington, DC, Grant
recelved & disturbing telegram from the
Louisiana governor, WP Kellogg: The
White League was back, The governos

reporied that his forces had intercepted

“deadiy plans” concerning a plot o blow
up the state house and take conteal of
the government in the Crescent City,
Kellogy was making an emergency
request for federal troops, framing the
plea as “a question of whether or not
the United Séates can mamiain order
within its limits.”

Kalikaua arrived in Washington
aboard & private train car from
Baltimore at 11:30 a.m. on December
L2, The wews of the king's arrival had
filtered out, and an enormous crowd
had gathered ai the station, Kaldkaua
briefly acknowledged the theong belore
UE diplomats whisked him away to

his quarters at the Arlington—ihe
chiy's "most opulent” hotel, adjscent to
Lafayette Park a block from the White
House, The US government had pone
all-oart o host the Hawaiian king, with
Congress appropriating 550,000 (the



state—on which he met with numerous
leaders, including the Emperar of
Japan, the CGuecn of England and Pope
Len XII1. ificials wheo interacted with
Kaldkaua on his three trips to the
United States noded his “intelligen:
nature,” “extenslve knowledge of
iniernational law™ and “owvertly
gregariouws manner.” Following an 1890
vigil o Southern California, the San
Diedo Union commented. “He is one of
e most enlightened and thoroughly
able monarchs of modern timea, a
parron of arts, science and literature, a
friend of likeral government and a wise
and sagacious ruler,” Kalikaua was a
potent ambassador for his kingdom, his
:J-ul.a-].'-h-e and their place in 8 modernizing
wiorld—a fitting guest of honor for the
firat White House state dinner,

In San Francisco, the Hawaiian
monarch toured the US mint—
an excursion that would spur the
1883 creation of an official Hawaiian
currency in the form of one million
dedlars in silver “Kalakaoa coins”™
minted at the site. Kalakaua also wisited
the Western Union Telegraph Company,
where he took the opportunity o
send an opening communication to
Fresident Grant. On December 14,
1874, the White House received the
cable: “Kalakaua, King of the Sandwich
lslands, sends greeting o his great and
good friend, the President of the Unibed
Spates. He peknowledges a generous
reception, charactoeristic of a warm-
hearted people, and will hasten o
express in person those senfiments of
sincers resgect and Insting friendship
cntertagined toward the Preasident
and the great nation he so worthily
represents,” The following day, an
answer arrived in San Francisco: *The
Fresident of the United States extends
the cordial welcome of the nation to
his great and good friend, His Royal
Highness Kalakawa, on his arrival
in the United States, and tenders his
persomal congratalations on the safety
of his voyage.” The telegram closed
with Crant wishing Kalikausa a safe
Journey across the United States.

The danger Kalikaua faced on
his trip to the United States lay not
only in the unceriain task of getting -
there, America was silll simmering in | - kel A | tamwirasupermarket.com
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Eitamurasupermarue|




CEFARRTMMENT: THE KING GOES TO WABHIRGTON

Above, on lBusiration of Grant farmally receiving Kalikaws at the White House. The Native leader had coms to sesure the Treaty of Reciproaity
with tha United States, but he alee made an impression on a notion still struggling over issuss of rece and justios in the sftesmath of [t Civil War,

srating was supplied by twenty-four
Empire chairs purchased by Presddent
Monroe in 1817, On the wall hung a
life-sized portrait of General Grant on
horeeback—a recent gill from the city
of Mew Orleans. The dining table at the
center of the romn was, according o

the Evening Stan, “something to behold.”

with elaborate floral decorations and
settings for thirty laid out, accompanied
by glasses for sherry, clared and
champagne. A small bouguet enhaneead
each of the Sevres poscelain plates
recently imported from Paris. Under
cach plate was an engraving af the

a3

White House and the name of the
EIEI'I.1.1I‘_'1:I|.I:IT.| or lady assigned to that seat.
Kalikaua sat beside First Lady Julia
Geeant, directly acmoss from the president.
The table was filled cut with Chial
Justice Mosriaon Waite and Mrs, Waite,
Speaker of the House James Blaine and
Mes. Blaine. all members of the cabinet
and high-ranking military officers. The
Marine Band played intermittenthy
throughout the cvening and il was
reposied that the opulent feast went on
for some thirfy courses,

Folbwwing the dinner in Kalakaoss
homor and his visit o the Congress,

the legislature passed the Treaty of
Reciprocity—even without the Hawaiian
monarch giving up Pear] Harbor—and
Grant signed it into law. Kaldkaua's
missacm to the United States was a
success, and Hawaiian Eingdom revenues
subsegquently soared, Beyond the pomp
and ceremony of his visit, the Native
Hawaiian king seems to have beft a lasting
impressdon. Soon alter, the 1S Congress
paszed & picoe of “landmark legislation,”
the Civil Rights Act of 1875, The: law
respuired “that all persons within the
jurisdicilon of the Uhnited Staves shall e
entitled to the full and equal enjoyment



couivalent of 51.4 million today) for his
Sty Growvernment buildings, usinesses,
hotels and churches throughout the city
were decorated with flags and bunting,
Kalakaua had accepied an
invitation o address a jeint session
of the US Congresa—yet another first
for a hend of stale—on December 15,
and he vsed the daye prior to play
inaguisitive tourist, On Decembert 16,
Kalakaua made a pilgrimage o George
Washington's tomb at Mount Vernom,
The following day he vislted the US
Maval Academy at Annageolis; that visit
inspired his later attempt to found a
similar acadeny in Honolulu,
The klng arrived at the US Capdiol
om the scheduled day and was guided
to the office of the Senate Pressdent,
where congressmen were presented
to the king one at a tme. The Native
manarch made quite an impression,
with the lawmakers later describing
him as Sintelligent,” “well-spoken” and
“pregarious.” Following the introductions,
E.alakana was escorted to the assembly
hall where the full Congress ook their
seats. The serpeant-at-arms rose and
addressad the Speaker of the Houwse,
declaring. "Mr. Speaker, | have the
honor o present to vou His Majesty
the King of Hewaii,” The Speaker
responded, “Omn behall of the American
Congress, [ welcome you to these halls,
Your muajesiy's appesrance among us
is the first instance in which a reigning
spvereign has sel food upon the soil of
the Linited States and probably ne single
evenl comled more strikingly typify the
COUNITY's progress, in your mapesty’s
country and in our own, than the scene
now franspiring.” Unfortunately, the
king had comne down with a sigmificant
cold in the days prior to his appearance
and he was unabde to address e
Congress himself: his prepared speech
wians read by his adde-de-camp.

The first White House state

dinner was keld on December 22,
“The state dinner at the Presidential
Mansion last evening, in honor of the

King of Hawaii, was brilllant beyond all Your Adventure, Our Aloha

precedent,” reporied the Washingion
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of the accommodations, advantages,
facilities, and privileges of inns, public
conveyances on land or water, theaters,
and other places of public armesement.”
The Boston Globe thed Kaldkaua's visit
1oy the Ciwdl Rights Act: ™ 1o be sure, he
is an educated and, o some extent, a ) g THE FOUR TOPS
polished gentleman, but not more so b
than thousands of colored men in the
United States. The very fact that a
colored man was recelved and dined at

the Execstive Mansion, where he had THE QRASE |8 ALWAYS AREENER
the honor of escorting to the table the OH THE SI0E WE CARE FOR.
Frrsl Lady af the Repuhlic, is a powerful

blons to caste.” hh HAPALAKDSGAPING.COM
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