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ADVICE FROM A TURTLE...

SWIR WITH THE CURRENT

BE A GOOD NAVIGATOR
STAY CALM UNDER PRESSURE
BE WELL TRAVELED

THIMK LOMG TERR

SPEND TIME AT THE BEACH.
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Message from heaven...

This chapter is amazing!
Ul see you when you get

fere..
” "

Shandell Eames Brunson

i

June 7, 1976
January 25, 2022




K ' | If stedlizing tag, do il before you
Ig— l 1 remove peal ply labdc.

N Apply epoxy to lag Immedialely after

remawing peel ply.
B Do not touch exposed tag hottom
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Our adventure begins again this ye

George Balazs <honumazu@

-Daily Report of voyag June 2026

.1 message e
- Koki Sugiura <kou.shino125@gmail.com=> Mon, Jun 28, 202¢ -
T Inggafm&dhﬁretch@gnugl&gmmmm 1
Dear STRETCH members, g

| hope this message finds you well, this |s Koko, -

. Today, | boarded Liberty Ace with 30 loggerheads and Mr. Takahiro Hashino -called Taka-san, g

. For the faw waaks, 'l ba sharing updates from our voyage across the Pacific Ocean. Just like last vear, [ alsosl
GPS and 55T,

e

Liberty Ace Is scheduled to leave Nagoya-Port tomorraw evening and head for Yokohama-Paort. 1

I'm leoking forward to this adventure and sharing it with all of you!!

Best regards,
Koko

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Loggerhead STRETCH" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop recaiving emails from it, send an email to I- JaErhaan-sinis
suiseribadiigoogiegroups.com,

To view this discussion visit Hitps /ioroups Foogle.comi
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A GPS & 55T of 2026 STRETCH voyage.xlsx
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{44 Re: Turtle Release Location and Schedule
BHE: 2026506H308(X) 15:18(+0900)

For those of you that may not have last y2ar's release
point at your fingertips, here's what my bookkeeping
shows for 2025 Cohort lIl-

7 July 2025 4-5pm HST at

39 degrees 41.316 North
148 degrees 09.04 West

55T 19C

From: loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com <loggerhead-

stretch @googlegroups.com> on behalf of 7§ B# <m-
morifEna minato.or,jp=
Sent: TuesdayMune 30, 2026 6:01 Ak

To: STRETCH Google Groups <loggerhead-
stretch@googlegroups.com
Subject: Turtle Release Location and 3chedule

Cear Team,

After discussions between Captain Liberty Ace and
Hashino-san, the current plan is to release the Cohort 4
turtles at 39°18.9'N, 146°03.7'W at approximately 7.00
AM local time on July 10 {3:00 PM UTC an July 10).

We would appreciate it if Larry-san and the other Pls
could assess whether the proposed release location is
appropriate from an environmental perspective,
particularly with regard to sea surface temperature and
other relevant ocean conditions.

Once we receive approval from the Pls, we will ask the
vessel to proceed according to this release plan.

Please note that, although the vessel will head toward
the designated release point, the actual release
location may need to be adjusted depending on sea
and weather conditions encountered during the I?Pl'ﬂ
voyage. Thank you for your understanding. 134




@ lurtle Release Location and Schedule —— .~ @
‘rom Dana K Briscoe <dbriscoe@stanford.edus

Jate Tue &/30/2026 34 PM

fo  honu world <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotrmail.com=

Ce  Larry B. Crowder <lbcrowd@stanford.edu>; 845 <m-mori@nagoyaminato.orjp>; Google Groups STRE
<loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com>

. Hi George,

~ Allis correct, and | also have a recorded in situ 19 C SST for last year's temperature at the time anc
~location of release %

To clarify, last year's release was closer to 148 W longitude. This is a small but approximate 175
- km distance from the 2026 proposed longitude of 146 W, which accounts for spatial differences in
- remotely sensed 55T observations.

Ta All, as in previous years, I'll be making a few updates to the 55T map website over the next few
- 50 that we can follow along with our ship of opportunity's route & team, as they travel across the
- North Pacific. Please excuse any mapping items under construction in the meantime.

heers,
Dana

. \ujn Jul 1, 2026, at 7:53 AM, George Balazs <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com> wrote:

Happy to know from this end because things were getting confusing for me and of
course the 53T is the eritical factor; not so much the exact location. Odd though, last
year the forecast was SST of 19C but the actual reading at the release site
was...over 21C. Do | have that right in my notes?

From: 'Dana K Briscoe' via Loggerhead STRETCH <loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.coms
Sent: Tuesday, 30 June 2026 09:47:18

To: Larry B. Crowder <|bcrowd @stanford.edus

Ce: TREE <m-mori@nagoyaminato.or.jp>; Google Groups STRETCH <loggerhead-
stretch@googlegroups.com:

Subject: Re: Turtle Release Location and Schedule contll

Yes, confirmed. 55Ts at the proposed location are currently above 18 C.




TXOn Jul 1, 2026, 3t T52AR Larry B. Lrowder <lbcrowd@stantord.edu> wrote:

from D2

50 Dana, to summarize the 2026 deployment location is at or above 18C,
right? Please confirm. Larry
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 30, 2026, at 12:34 AM, “Dana K Briscoe' via Loggerhead
STRETCH <loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com> wrote:

Dear Mori-san and Team,

Last year on July 10 2025, the 55T at the planned release location
of 39*18.9°N, 146°03.7'W, was: 21.19 °C
I have mapped the planned 2026 release location (converted to
decimal degrees) hera: |11:/ oe.github joscc-stretc|

asl-gutomaliony

It is very close to the 2023 location!

Kind regards,
Dana

On Jun 30, 2026, at 6:44PM, & 288 <m-
mori@nagoyaminato.or jp> wrote:

To add some context, the release points over the past
three years are as follows:

2023 :39*18.9' N, 146°04.0' W

2024 : 35°33.4669' N, 148°29.7291' W

2025 : 39°41.316' N, 148°09.040' W

The release point for this time (32°18.9', 146°03.7°W) is
planned to be in roughly the same location as befare,
thanks to the captain's careful consideration,

-——-—-Original Message------

FEHA “George Balazs®
=itsahonuweridinhawail@hotmail com

i "W S#fem-
mori@nagoyaminata.orip>,"STRETCH Google Groups”




Daily Report of voyage Eﬂ_J une 2026
1 message

Koki Sugiura <kou.shino125@gmail.coms Tue, Jun 30, 2026 5
To: Jnggerfmad—slmtch@gnngiegmum.m

Dear STRETCH members,

I'l shara the GPS and 55T,

Libarty Ace |eft Magoya-Part this evening and is heading to Yokahama-Part,
It iz expected to arrive tomorrow maming. I'm surprised by how fast the ship isl!

Today, we changed water and fed the turtles. All of them look healthy, which makes me evan maora axcited far their
releass.

Like Neptune Ace- | boarded the ship last year, Library Ace has many Indian craws, So we have camy al every masl,

I'm looking forward to seeing what kind of curry we'll have tomormow!i

- Best regards,
Koko

You received this message because you are subscribed o the Google Groups “Loggerhead STRETCH" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and

stop receiving emails fram it, send an email to itagerhead-sirabeh-

sUnLcribsiflgooglegrouns. com,
To view this discussion wigit htos-groupe. goo Ji8. comicmsgidioggarhead-stretah/ CAY 2B N e au X0
MebPOUEIBMIHZmo Sy M 145Tuxk3haGO%A0mal oma

4] GPS & 55T of 2026 STRETCH voyage.xisx
10K




Daily Report of voyage 01 July 2026

— From Koki Sugiu;'a < koushino125@gmail.com>
Date Wed 7/1/2026 1207 PM
To loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com <loggerhead-stretchi@googlegroups.com>

I 1 attachment (10 KB)
GPS & SST of 2026 STRETCH voyage.dsx;

Dear STRETCH members,

| hope you're all doing well.
Here are today's GPS and S5T.

This morning, Liberty Ace arrived at Yokohama-Port. Watching so many supplies being loade
the ship reminded me just how long and exciting this voyage!

| also noticed that many of the supplies were made in Japan, which gave me & good chance
with the crews,

Both the turtles and we are doing well. The ship is scheduled to leave Yokohama tomorrow :
and begin its journey across the Morth Pacific.

I'm looking forward to seeing what the days ahead will bring!!

Best regards,
ko

t




Eaily Report of vuﬁqa 1_12 July 2026

1 messags .

Koki Suglura <kou.shino125@gmail.com= Thu, Jul 2, 20&
To: loggerhead-stratchi@googlegroups.com

__ Daar STRETCH mambers,

| hope you're all doing well.
Here are loday's GPS and B5T.
Al around 500 pm today. Liberty Ace left Yokahama and began its joumey out to the open sea.
1 Although the weather was cloudy, the ship departed safety and Is now sailing through Tokyo Bay at about 15 kr

" Afier tomorrow, the captain will give us more details about the planned release date and location again. - - ’
I'l share the Information with you as soon as | know mong.,

Once we reach the open sea, we'll hopefully have a chance 1o see wild turtles, dolphins, and whales.
I'm looking forward to what well see along the way!

~—Best regards,
Koko

“You received this message because you are subscribed fo the Google Groups "Loggerhead STRETCH" group.
Ta unsubscribe from this group and stop recalving emafls from it, send an emall to [Ccoermead-caswas

o bl oo e QraUp . Carm,

___To view this discusslon visit hitpe /groupa. gonale. cormid/ msgaiogiemean-Sreic AT FBR e ra S S MO
HiAatS e ASYY ZUBEKLYY BOxPLRY%d0mad. gmigil.com.
= GPS & S5T of 2026 STRETCH voyage.xisx
10K
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A “George Balazs’ <itzahonueoridinfhavwailizheimalL.sam >

Rte: ' B <n aod Erpgeyamic o o, Larry B, Crowder <l cronc Sl
iby eos fistanicrdedus _5"."5/391.5

€ C: "Google Groups STRETCH" <|ngderieac sl cang et iabs L >

#545: Re Re: Re: Re: Proposed release paint

BB 20265£07 508 (7K) 03:44(+0900)
Morning cleaning and exercising of the turtles outside on deck is likely why no satellite signal

have as yet been received. According to Rowan, the best chance for signal reception on the

deck would be in the later afternoon. Of course
inside the cabin, where the turtles are most of the time, transmissions are blocked by the stes

roof of the ship.
Question Please- Are all of the turtles eating each day? | recall in past years a feeding record

was kept showing Yes or No if a turtle ate each day. Thanks, gb
l

< L

Get Outlook for Andras

From: 3 S8 <o mori@aisoyaminat.on g
sent: Monday, 06 July 2026 22:40:51
To: George Balazs <iis ihonuwer dinbavaiy@hotmall com>; Larry B, Crowder <locrowd @staniool edu; Dana

Briscoe <clorscoedaianiond e

subject: Re: Re: Re: Re: Proposed release point |

| believe they usually do those activities in the maorning.

-—--—Original Message-—--

EIA: “George Balazs™<|isal nrvgrldinhawaliEholinaicom=

Fok: T Bl <r-mgidasgoyaninato.or 1= "Larry B. Crowder”™<|porowe jsznt ii,ecl. = "Dana K Briscoe”
gl imeoeibslsnforgLpdu®

C C: “Google Groups STRETCH" <pggariead-sinIch s aangleg ufs.. 2l
{428 . Re: Re: Re: Proposed release point

BHEs: 2026807 H0TBC 1730+ 0300}

May | ask what time of day do they do the cleaning and exercise the turtles?

Get Dutlook fpr Androig

‘Fromi: lopperhead-stretchi@gaoglegroups com <lppgsrhaad siretch BlggogisareuRs.cam> on behalf of # &
=T BTN Iig. 0>

sent: Monday, 06 July 2026 22:19:14

uld like to release the sea turtle at Option 1, and the captaif

Taka informed the captain that we wo
se in three days.

cindly agreed. We are very much looking forward to the relea



~Tng-===== FOrwarded message ---—-—----
HN“ Balazs <itsahonuwordinhawaiidhotmail.cams>
 Date: Wedul 82026, 8:22 PM

Il|—|-|—|-|—
Subject: Feeding Record Comments

To:fF B8 <m-mor S gavarminato.crin >, Larry B. Crowder <[bcrovidiistanforc.ed >, Dana K
Briscoe <dbnscoestanford ady>
Cc: Google Groups STRETCH <loggerhead-stretchi@aooglegroyos.com s

My Commendations, Mori-san, that you've had the ship-board record of feeding done again this year

From the data | can see that 107, 108, and 111 have barely eaten anything since June 30th. Not a cause

- for concern, however, these 3 are different than many/most of all the others. Why? We don't know. Anc
yes, as you said, it's happened in prior Cohorts. But IF there is outlier behavior to the movements after

~ release (or diving in the case of 111} in any of these three, then having the feeding record will be of

some use- having data is always better than not having data.

Note on the bright side; I'm happy to see that 88 with the healing head lesion is a daily eater] And that
- Our Dear Neptune has started eating these last 2 days.

The food being fed is the compounded pellets, Yes?

Tomorrow at about 3pm Hawaii-time June 9t their Big Adventure Finally Begins Home In Mother
. Ocean! Double Luck to them all! May 3 7*3 Ebisu be their guide.
gb

T From: 38 B <n-moni@nzpovaminato.or o

- Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 6:20 AM

To: George Balazs <itz shonuworidinhawaii@ngtmail.coms: Larry B. Crowder <bcrowd @stanirg vdy>; Dana K
Briscoe <dbrscop@stanford edu>

Ce: Google Groups STRETCH < geserhead-stratch @pooeleprouns. conre

e e e e e e e Frdallied B il

Subject: Re: Re: Re: Re: Re: Proposed release paint

- Dear George-san,
- Here is an update on the turtles' feeding status aboard the ship. Please see the attached feeding

record. Some turtles eat at every feeding, while others do not eat at all. We see the same pattern ever
fear.



Fwd: Pipe Dreaming? Re: Auspicious day

From George Balazs <honumazu@gmail.com= -

Date Thu 7/3/2026 6:25 PM -

To  honu world <itsahonuworddinhawai@hotmail.coms

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: George Balazs <tsahopuworldinhawsi@hoimalcom>
Date: Wed, Jul 8, 2026, 801 PM

‘Subject: Pipe Dreaming? Re: Auspicious day

To: Rowan Calder </Fowan dvwild fecomputars.com>, Loggerhead STRETCH <|ongernean: E

tretchi@gooalegroupscom> 3
Ro/Team- IF Only we could have one of them in hand to examine! Dead or alive, but of course -
preferably living. To measure and weigh. If deceased, to necropsy and ID stomach contents; or A

alive to lavage. To inspect tag attachment. Or even a good resolution photo would shine light.
Question Mr. Ro, if one had the resources- ship, electronics, aircraft, ...or even an aerial drone
from a ship, what would you speculate the challenges & odds would be to... find one? Worth

pondering? Or a waste of time thinking about? Thank you Sir.

From: iocqechead -sretchérgooglegroupscom <lgggerhead-stretch @goeoglegrouns.corm> on behalf
Rowan Calder <Zgwar@wildlfecomputers.com s

Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 7:43:04 PM

To: L_u:ggerhaad STRETCH <lpggerheaad-smetchiE
Subject: Auspicious day

e
ooclegroup

Hi all

Auspicious occasion today, 12 of 25 cohort Il SPOT tags just gone two years transmitting. Start 8 J
2024, still transmitting 8 July 2026. | honestly believe they are running on fumes now.

|
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From: logeachead-sbetchPpooglegraugs.com <lpegerhead-siretch@gooplegrou s com> on behalf of Koki
Suglura <kpu shing 25@emall.coms>
Sent: Thursday, 09 July 2026 03:37:55
To: loprerhegibstrgichiBevogl=groun

Subject: Finally, their big adventures begin today!- Daily Report of voyage 10 July 2026
Dear STRETCH members,

| hope you're doing well.
Here are today's GPS and 55T update,

Today, we accomplished a big mission- sent my 30 friends to a great adventure!!
Thanks to the cooperation of Liberty Ace crews, we were able to release turtles very smoothly and
safety. "Neptune" and *Miller* were particularly difficult )

The colleagues on the ship take an interested in the turtle's locations- they're stiil release point, or
heading to Baja?
50, I'm going to tell them STRETCH HP, when the locations are updated.

Our mission has ended, but the turtle’s journey has just started.
I'm looking forward to following their movement!

Thank you all for your support!!

Best regards,
Koko

%
3




From Koki Sugiura <kou shino125@gmail. com>
Date Fri 7/10/2026 8:48 PM
To  George Balazs <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com >
— Inggerh&ad-sh'etfh@gwglugmups.mm <loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com>

_ Dear George-san,
Thank you for your kind message.
I kept the records of the turtles’ action when | released them.
Those items are as follows:
1) Dives down and stays down away from the ship.
2} Swims off with vigor away from the ship or near the surface,
3) Swims off or dives down with vigor under the ship.

4) Stays at the surface, not moving, floating at the surface.

All the turtles fell into the category of 1 or 2, because of that they left soon with vigor without any
issues!

Please let me know if you have any guestions.

Best regards,
Koko




—— —— — —_—

Daily report of voyage 14 July 2026

From Koki Sugiura <kou.shino125 @gmail.com>
Date Wen(7/15/2036)5:34 AM

To Iuggerhead-metch@gunglegmupcs.mm <loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups com

¥ 1 attachment (12 KB)
GPS & 55T of 2026 STRETCH vovage.xlsy;

Dear STRETCH members,

| hape you're doing well,
Here are today's GPS and 55T update,

Today, Taka-san spotted some wild alive ridley. Unfartunately, | was in my cabin at the time,
missed the chance to meet themn. That's 3 shame...

There's a jinx going around on the
believe it? Actually, the dolphins a

ship- when Koko isn't the bridge, the animals show up.
nd the turtles have appeared while | was away...

Tomorrow, we'll be passing
determined to break this jin

through an area where we spotted lots of olive ridley |ast year. |
¥ tomorrow and meet some animals|

Best regards,
Koko




A Outlook

Daily Report of voyage 11 July 2026

C——— e —— —— —— —— —_—

From Keki Sugiura <kou shine125@gmail.com>
. Date 5u:35AM

Te loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com <loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com>
B 1 attachment (12 KB}
_ GP5 B 55T of 2026 STRETCH voyage.xls;

* Dear STRETCH members,
| hope you're doing well. -
‘Here are today's GPS and 55T update.

As George-san mentioned, we had "Turtle Party" tonight with the Liberty Ace crews. We ate a lot of
delicious food, danced, and had a great time talking together,

_Many of the crews really take interest in the turtles. The questions | got most often were about their
life history and how long the transmitter batteries last. Thanks to Rowan-san's great work, | was hag
to tell them that the battery life has been extended.

Also, | introduced STRETCH HP that has been updated. Everyone was glad to hear that the turtles ar
doing well, and they're excited to keep following their journeys.

‘We just finished the party not long ago. | was very fun, but I'm very tired too. So, I'm going to sleep
early tonight.

‘We'll be getting close to the coast of Baja, so I'm really looking forward to seeing the wild turtles!

jest regards,

inko




Daily Report of voyage 18 July 2026 -

From Koki Sugiura <kou.shino125@gmail. com:
Date [Sat 7/18/2026A0:59 PM
To loggerhead-stretch@googlegroups.com «<laggerhead-stretchi@googlegroups.com >

ff 1 attachment (13 KB)
GPS & 55T of 2026 STRETCH voyage.dsx;

Dear STRETCH members,

| hope you're daing well,
Here are today's GPS and 55T update.

The location | shared looks very close to land on the map. However, we still can’t see the coastline.
According to the crew, Liberty Ace is actually passing through about 200 km offshore.
It's amazing just how vast the continent is.

Today, | couldn't get out because of the bad weather. 5o, | organized the photos and notes I've

collected during the voyage.
Looking back, there are many great memories- taking care of the turtles, enjoying curry and spen

time with the crews,

What impressed me the most on this voyage was how intrested the crews took in the turtles. [t m
me haopy that they were curious to watch them, ask me some questions, and leamn more about my

favarite animals!
Thanks to their support and cooperation, this year's release was a great success.

Our voyage is coming to an end soon. | hope you've enjoyed following my Daily Report, and you'll
enjoy until the very last one!

PS. | spent almost the whole day using the laptop on the ship, so I'm feeling a little seasick now...

Best regards,
Koko
|



& Dutlook

Daily Report of voyage 19 July 2026

From Koki Sugiura <koushino125@gmail.coms
Date Mon 7/20/2026 1:06% AR

To Il:rggerhead-stretch@gmglegrnups.:um <loggerhead -stretch@googlegroups.coms

- ——

B 1 ettachment (13 ke F
GPS & 55T of 2026 STRETCH voyage. s

~— Dear STRETCH members,

Bl hope you're doing well,
~ Hereare today's GPS and 55T update,

Curj ends here, however Liberty Ace's voyage will continue. After leaving Panama, they -
16 Wﬁ?ﬂ the next 15 days.

Despite their busy schedule, we'd like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all of the Crew
members who helped us, '

Also, it's great to see that the turtle tracks are being followed successfully,

T kﬂﬁn and | have finished packing and are ready to sign off. We enjoy our last evening on the
ﬁf € crew, .

See you tomorrow for our “Final Daily Report"|

Best regards,
Koko



Re: Re: Daily Report of voyage 16 July 202\5\ -
From Kokt Sugiura < koushino125Egmail. com>
Date wMon 772072026 1:25 A

To BEEE {m-mmn@nagwaminatn.m.jp}
cc  Alperio Abreu -:atbe:tn.ahrau@nﬂajcmyl..unam.rn:a: STRETCH -:lc-ggﬂhead-stretch@gmgbegmupa.mm:-

e 8

Dear George-san,
Tharks for your questions.

de the bridge, and we conduct observations from gither the port or

Our observation place is just outsi
because we don't disturb the crew's work,

ctarboard side. Which side we Use depends on the day.
eters away. We actually think the ares

m close to the ship to a few hundred m
of sightings, because we can

contributes a relatively large numkper
fer they have dived a few depth.

We focus on the area fro
immediately below the ship
sometimes see turtles even a

However, we can identify them to species anly when they are clase to the ship. Individuals farther =
away are often o0 difficult to identify reliably. L
| was hoping to see loggerheads as well, so 1 spent a lot of time watching the sea, but | never spott
one. Looking at the observations from Cohort-ll, if | didn't sim plyrniss them, there may indeed be
some reason why loggerheads are not being observed from the ship.
Best regards,
Koko
2p26E7E19E(H) 1009 2 Bl <rmnad@naqysl ato.aro®
Dear Alberto-samn,
| saw on the news that there was a major earthguake in Mexico yesterday. | hope you and eve
around you are safe. Was your home or workplace affected at all?
Masanori MORI
sm-—==Original Message--—"
i A "Alberto Abreu™<a2elR BRIEE ol el unaULmE
yas: "Koki Sugiura” <l B alisdam | cores "STRETCH™ <19 yerhgad-sueichiPooooles Itk e L
[ €
{542 Re: Daily Report of voyage 16 July 2026
g 2026507R19EIED 0a:42(+0900)
Interesting notes about the turtles- welcome &8

Thank you Koki-san for your continuing reports.

alive ridley world!






